ICOMOS INC

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND SITES 
176th Meeting of the Executive Committee

13th and 14th June 2015 

National Trust of Australia (VIC), Tasma Terrace, 4 Parliament Place, East Melbourne

Gallery Room
Agenda Item 6.2.1 State Reports: New South Wales
	Strategic Plan (8pt Arial bold, aligned left)

	3. Education and Communication (8pt Arial bold, aligned left)

	Facilitate informative and engaging state-based events (8pt Arial, aligned left)
	All states to aim to hold at least 1 state-based event per year, with priority to be an event that coincides with International Day of Monuments and Sites and Australian Heritage Week; range of activities to include technical workshops/seminar opportunities that are available for members and non-members. (8pt Arial, aligned left)

	1. Conservation Philosophy and Practice

	Strengthen awareness of the Burra Charter principles
	Run Burra Charter workshops for government (regulators), members and other appropriate stakeholders


	Meeting Action No.
	Description
	Undertaken (Yes/No)

	
	
	


	Summary of the Report

	 


1.
National Trust of Australia (NSW) Heritage Awards
The NSW NT Award Lunch was held on Wednesday 13 May 2015, Doltone House Jones Bay Wharf, Pyrmont. The Awards have now been promoting excellence in heritage projects across NSW for 21 years. This year's awards were hosted by the fabulous actor Michael Caton, and the new Minister of Environment and Heritage the Hon. Mark Speakman MP gave his first public speech.
Kerime Danis represented AICOMOS on the Award Jury which is chaired by Jacqui Goddard. The NT states: “The Awards are the pinnacle celebration for the heritage community and an interesting place to see what is happening and the integrity involved. The full list of winners can be found here:

http://www.nationaltrust.org.au/Assets/21720/1/ListofwinnersandHighlyCommendedwithinfo.pdf 

Australia ICOMOS was a joint winner in the Events & Exhibitions Community/ Individuals Award for the Two Day Tuck Pointing Workshop held at the NT building in March 2014. The judge’s citation states: 2 day workshop to over 40 conservation practitioners in Sydney which has reinforced interest in the traditional brickies craft of tuck-pointing and on the use of traditional materials. 

For Noting.
2.
NSW Planning and Heritage Generally
The Liberal Party won the NSW State election held on Saturday 28 March 2015. The Premier is Mike Baird. Mark Speakman is now the Minister for the Environment, Minister for Heritage, and Assistant Minister for Planning. Rob Stokes has moved from that portfolio to become Minister for Planning.
No new public information is available on NSW planning reforms or heritage policy. However legislative changes are occurring to streamline land management generally. There is some hope that Minister Rob Stokes will give heritage issues due consideration as part of any legislative changes under his portfolio.
On behalf of AICOMOS Mary Knaggs attended a “Planning Campaign Strategy Meeting”. Other representatives are from Better Planning Network (BPN), National Parks Association of NSW, Shelter NSW, Nature Conservation Council of NSW, City of Sydney Council, NSW Heritage Network, National Trust of Australia NSW, Community Councillors Network and the Inner Sydney Council for Regional Development. That committee is considering a major forum on Planning Reform in September 2015. It is noted that with the departure of Corinne Fisher, the BPN is not as dynamic and well respected as it was.
For Noting.
3.
NSW Heritage Roundtable
KD to provide a verbal update.
4.
New NSW State Heritage Register Listings 

Approximately 21 new listings or amended listings are under consideration. 
A full list of proposed SHR listings can be found at http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/NominationsOfStateHeritageRegister.aspx 
For Noting.
5.
Comprehensive Review of NSW Crown Land Management 

To quote the NSW government website: As part of the NSW Government’s commitment to cutting red tape and updating legislation to improve outcomes, a comprehensive review into the management of Crown land has been completed. The Review started in June 2012, with the aim of improving management of Crown land and increasing the benefits and returns from Crown land to the community.

Crown Lands is responsible for much land with Aboriginal heritage values. Some crown land also includes significant historic heritage sites including lighthouses, convict-built ports, public buildings and historic mine sites. These include:

· lighthouses in Crowdy Head, Wollongong, Kiama and Tacking Point 

· historic courthouses in Nowra and Port Macquarie (and Berima?)
· pilot cottages in South West Rocks and North Haven 

· maritime cottages in Port Macquarie 

· Wollongong Harbour precinct 

· Tathra and Merimbula wharves 

· North Beach Bathers Pavilion 

A White Paper was prepared and submissions closed in June 2014. A Review Report has been considered by Government and the Government’s response to the report is now available: http://www.lpma.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/196435/Crown_Lands_for_the_Future_accessible.pdf 
The EC will remember that AICOMOS wrote to the NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) in March 2015 in support of their Crown Lands Legislation Review - Key Principles Supporting Document.

Despite the White Paper containing many references to heritage values, the Review Report containing the Government Response only refers to values generally, with the term also covering economic value. The government supports some recommendations in full and some only “in principle”. The “in principle” ones mostly are ear-marked for more community consultation.
Crown Lands and the King Edward Park Decision

The NSW Land and Environment Court recently overruled an approval to a function centre in Newcastle's King Edward Park. The decision is tipped to have widespread implications for other plans to develop crown land reserved for public purpose across the state.
The development site is on crown land reserved for public recreation.  Community group Friends of King Edward Park challenged the development approval in court. The court found the function centre would have been used primarily for weddings and would not provide for public recreation. The park's Plan of Management was also found invalid.
The "landmark" decision is being seen as a precedent that will test future development plans on crown land across NSW. It may give strength to communities across the state who are opposing the privatisation of crown land. 

Read more at http://www.9news.com.au/national/2015/05/11/20/17/plans-for-nsw-coastal-development-defeated#aGCi55Ev4VEP0pF3.99
Mary Knaggs to prepare an AICOMOS submission on the NSW Crown Lands Review Report containing the Government Response urging that cultural heritage values (Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal) continue to be protected and that community consultation also continue.
6.
Millers Point

The National Trust of Australia (NSW) issued a press release in March 2015 saying “the sale of 293 heritage buildings in Millers Point is the most devastating attack on Australia’s nationally significant heritage since The Rocks were saved in the 1960s. … some buildings dating back to 1820 – are being sold with no contractual heritage protection. He says all political parties should state their policy on this issue highlighting a ‘test sale’ of nine of these precious heritage properties which has produced disturbing results. …Already a third of the properties sold in the “test sale” are subject to unauthorised works and Sydney City Council is issuing stop work notices”.

Mary Knaggs to prepare another submission on behalf of Australia ICOMOS concerning Millers Point.
7.
Parramatta Issues
Australia ICOMOS wrote to Urban Growth NSW in 2014 nominating Helen Wilson as our representative for any consultation. Helen Wilson has not been contacted at all.

The major concern is the Parramatta North Urban Renewal http://www.urbangrowthnsw.com.au/work/urban-transformation-projects/parramatta-north-urban-renewal.aspx. Public Exhibition closed in December 2014, 

There is a local campaign to add the xxx to the World Heritage List.

Vigilance is also required re protection of the existing listed National and World heritage values of “Old Government House and Domain.”

Mary Knaggs to prepare submission/s on behalf of Australia ICOMOS concerning heritage conservation in Parramatta.
8.
Other NSW Heritage Watch
Sue Jackson Stepowski (SJS) continues to provide AICOMOS (via MK) with updates on NSW issues. 
Other issues not covered elsewhere in this Report include:
Australia ICOMOS sent a letter expressing concern about the possible sale of SHR listed Bella Vista Farm in May 2015 prepared by SJS.

The Draft Parramatta Road Urban Renewal Strategy including the West Connex Motorway. http://www.newparramattard.com.au/ 

The Bays Precinct Urban Renewal (including White Bay Power Station). http://www.urbangrowthnsw.com.au/work/urban-transformation-projects/the-bays-precinct-urban-transformation-program.aspx. This one may be positive in terms of securing a future for the Power Station.
Newcastle Urban Transformation and Transport Program 

Central to Eveleigh Urban Transformation and Transport Program and possible sale of Eveleigh (Australian Technology Park).
Sale of State owned sandstone buildings in Sydney and their adaptation.

SJS has sent some articles to the EC from the Sydney Morning Herald concerning the new Heritage Minister Rob Stokes (see 6.2.1.1). SJS summarises these issues in relation to these articles:
· A Greater Sydney Commission (and around we go again …back to the past … )

· Review EP&A Act - exceedingly important to monitor especially if changes all in “regulations’ which do not have parliamentary debate or oversights 

· Strengthen monitoring provisions esp. longer term projects e.g. coal and CSG

· Pre gateway review - extremely topically and heaps of criticisms : in effect a rebadged Part 3A process

· People cynical re housing, density, mining CSG

· Mining & CSG conditions “too chunky to be unenforceable” 

· Review PAC and how past Ministers have side stepped and side lined projects to a PAC which precludes merit appeals to LEC i.e. no way for people to question or “test” a decision ; major push by many community groups to reinstate and give merit appeals back to communities and individuals

· Review SEPPs “society and environment to get more equal billing with economics”

· “Exploration and production are the same process” [mining and CSG] 

Mary Knaggs continues to seek input from other NSW AICOMOS members in the preparation of advocacy submissions in NSW.

For Noting.
9. 
NSW Mentoring
See attached report.
10.
NSW AICOMOS / DOCOMOMO Monthly Talks

For many years these joint talks have been held at the offices of GML Heritage in Redfern. A meeting of the organising committee was held at GML in January 2015 and it was decided that in future the event would be organized for a new venue. A number of venues will be trialed in 2015. The organising Committee continues to include Sheridan Burke (AI and DOCOMOMO), Louise Cox (DOCOMOMO), Scott Robertson (DOCOMOMO), Kerime Danis (AI) and Mary Knaggs (AI).

The talks are self-funding with a modest charge covering light refreshments at the talks. 

The NSW AICOMOS / DOCOMOMO 2015 Monthly Talks Program to date:

19 March 
DoCoMo Mo ICOMOS Conference Reflections 
Sheridan Burke & Scott Robertson
18 April 
Unable to get speakers to commit. Cancelled.

18 June 
Chandigah 




Jennifer Hill.

16 July 

Cultural Landscapes 



Stuart Read and Steve Brown
21 August 
TBA
18 September 
Heritage of Apartments



Dr Caroline Butler Bowden

16 October
TBA
19 November
TBA

For Noting.
11.
Jim Kerr Address
See separate Report.

Mary Knaggs
NSW State Representative  
03 June 2015
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