PORT ARTHUR TALKS

Blackmailing the Governor? The story of
Australia’s first successful strike

presented by Ralph Hawkins

It was a time of revolution and the unexpected eruption of a volcano and the
end of a war brought an influx of convicts to New South Wales. What to do?
Create a public works programme to employ these new arrivals. The provision
of extra accommodation in Sydney led to an increase in task work. But an elite
group of convicts refused to do it without extra rations. The strike lasted for
three weeks at a very inconvenient time for Governor Macquarie. But the men
got their way.

Ralph is the Archives Officer at the Society of Australian Genealogists and an
independent historian specialising in convict work practice. He is a collector of
colonial work tools and has assisted with exhibitions at Hyde Park Barracks, the

Museum of Sydney and Vaucluse House. He is also the author of “The Convict
Timbergetters of Pennant Hills'.

ALL WELCOME!

Wednesday 22 August, 2012 at 5.30 p.m.

Junior Medical Officer’s Conference Room, Lot
Port Arthur Historic Site

For more information call 6251 2324 E




