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Keynote Speaker 

Emilie Roell I MSc, MA

Emilie Roell (the Netherlands) is a social entrepreneur and consultant based in Yangon, Myanmar 

focussed on creating solutions that make use of and preserve cultural and natural capital while also 

creating sustainable community impact. Emilie is the founder of Doh Eain, a social enterprise aimed at 

heritage conservation and urban regeneration. Doh Eain brings together skills in human centred design, 

architecture, engineering and restoration, designing solutions that improve private and public space in 

Yangon for the benefit of families, the community and the city at large. As a development consultant she 

has carried out research, advised, and led programs in the areas of cultural and environmental 

conservation, responsible business, good governance and gender equality. She works/has worked for 

the EU, UNDP, WWF, IUCN and a number of other INGOs and local civil society groups in Myanmar, as 

well as in the Pacific and Tanzania previously. Emilie is the Asian Venture Philanthropy Network's 

representative in Myanmar, helping to build a larger and more effective social impact community in 

Myanmar. 

Abstract: Heritage Economics - A Case Study of Investing in Heritage Landscapes and Public Space in 

Yangon, Myanmar, and Broader Lessons 

Plenary Speaker 

Andrew Potts I J.o M.1c0Mos

Andrew Potts is a partner in the Tax Credit Finance & Syndication practice of Nixon Peabody LLP, where 

he structures and closes financing for historic preservation and other community-based development 

projects. He works with a diverse range of clients in a practice centred on the use of federal and state 

historic tax credits (HTCs), new markets tax credits (NMTCs), HUD programs, grants and conventional 

finance. From February 2015 to August 2016 Andrew took a sabbatical to serve as the Executive Director 

of US/ICOMOS where a major focus was implementing the US/ICOMOS' KnowledgeExchange strategic 

plan increasing the connectivity of US historic preservationists to international cultural heritage in areas 

like Climate Change, Disaster Risk Reduction and Sustainable Development. Andrew continues to serve 

as the Volunteer Coordinator of the ICOMOS Working Group on Climate Change and Heritage. 

Andrew holds a J.D. from Indiana University. He previously served as Associate General Counsel of the 

US National Trust for Historic Preservation; Vice President of the Historic Tax Credit Coalition; and 

outside counsel on climate change and energy efficiency policy for the National Trust. He is the recipient 

of the National Trust's John H. Cha fee Trustees Award for Outstanding Achievement in Public Policy. 

Andrew is a member of the ICOMOS international committee on heritage Law, Administration and 

Finance (ICLAFI) and also serves as the ICOMOS Focal Point for the UN Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG) Process. 

Abstract: Mobilizing the Heritage Sector for Climate Action  
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