
From 1785 onwards, the builder and master mason François Cointeraux actively 
promoted a construction technique of vernacular origin, known as pisé de terre (or ‘rammed 
�������	
���
�
���
��
����
����

������
��
���������
����
��
���
cahiers or fascicules from the 
Ecole d’architecture rurale (School of Rural Architecture), published in Paris in 1790-91, were 
rapidly translated into seven languages (German, Russian, Danish, English, Finnish, Italian and 
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publications, Cointeraux generated an almost universal interest for this material, as cheap as it 
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is nonetheless representative of a culture of invention and innovation, highly characteristic of the 
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present a synthesis of the extensive research carried out on François Cointeraux over the course 
of the last twenty years and to re-situate his work in the wider context of the evolution of ideas 
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CALL FOR PAPERS

FRANÇOIS COINTERAUX  (1740-1830)

PIONEER OF MODERN EARTHEN ARCHITECTURE

Theory, Teaching and Dissemination of a Vernacular Technique
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1. THE LIFE, CRAFTS AND SOCIAL AMBITIONS OF  FRANÇOIS COINTERAUX

   By turn builder, architect, teacher, inventor, writer, publicist and propagandist, 
François Cointeraux sought recognition in a milieu that was not his own, as a teacher of 
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which he aspired, his social engagement with the avant-garde of the rural world following 
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propagating his ideas, reveals a real pleasure in writing, a degree of inventiveness and a 
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 2. THE PISÉ AND THE ‘NEW PISÉ’, BETWEEN TRADITION AND INVENTION.
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experience with the material, before committing himself to a process of invention, 
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relate to a transcription of the knowledge stemming from the yard practice, should be 
placed in the  context of his pedagogical practice and the demonstrations of the vernacular 
technique carried out in the schools of rural architecture that he directed at Grenoble, 
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 3. ARCHITECTURE AND THE RURAL WORLD, AGRITECTURE AS A COMPREHENSIVE PROJECT

 Even though building in pisé or rammed earth occupied a central place in his 
activities as an architect, the published works of François Cointeraux show an extension 
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thought process – ecological even (well before the term came into existence) – on agriculture, 
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wider framework of a general theory, inherited from physiocratic economic thought, fashionable 
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 4. INTERNATIONAL DIFFUSION AND RECEPTION

 Cointeraux’s ambitions and his concern for recognition were continually stymied in 
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the political tendencies, which emerged in France during the Directoire	
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translations of his publications and the buildings that resulted from them allowed him to attain 
the success he had not encountered in France, in countries such as Germany, Russia, America, 
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5. THE LEGACY AND INHERITORS
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henceforth gave them important and lasting exposure in the leading technical book on architecture 
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the improvement of agricultural buildings, which was one of the great collective enterprises of 
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understanding of chemical phenomena and in the production of mortars, the technique of pisé also 
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