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The Dubai Declaration was originally formulated ar the Dubai

Intemalional Confercnce on Best Pracrices for Improving the

Living Environment organized by rhe Dubai Municipality in

association with the Unired Nations (UNCHS/HABITAI) in
Dubai, U.A.E. during 19-22 November, 1995. 95 countries

and 914 panicipanls lrom all over the world attended the

Conference. 28 best practices were presented at the

conference by industrializcd as well as developing countries
and fius gave the first llavour ol the vast inl,ernational

potential for practical mulual assistance through the sharing

oftransferable and replicable expertise and achievements of
excellence.

The Dubai Declaration was later formally adopred by the

UNCHS/HABI'IAT conlerence in New York during February

1996. The Dubai Declaration has heen adopred by rhe United
Nations as well as by the lVorld Associarion of Cilies and

Local Authorities (WACLA) at the HABITAT Il Conferencc
held in Istanbul. Turkey during 3-14 June 1996. The
Declaration is refe,led to in both the HABTTAI Agenda
(lstanbul Declaration) and the WACLA (lsta$ul Declarationl
11 can be truly said that the Dubai Declaratior gave birth to
the international concepl of shaing Best practices for the
accelerated developmenl of the human settlemenls sector The
Declaration represents a clear expression oI the aspirations,
hopes and strategies by Co\€mmenrs. Local Authorities.
NGOS a CBOS for the improvemenr of the living
environme lbr fte benefit of humaniry well inlo the 2lst
century tfuough lhe application of an internarional systen of
recogni./inB and disseminaring hest pracrice..
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Tlic l)ul)ri 1)caliu.rtilnr is notewofih)' fir| lnolhet exlrenrelv

importanl oulcome. Dantel!. lhe cslitbli\hrncDl ol thc Dubai
,\ari lirr E\cellence rn lnrpuins the [-i\inr En\,illn]nieDl.
'Ihis A$ir(l i\ ralillcd lo in itcm li ol (ltL. I)uhai l).cllftrrion
md \,-l\ established undcr thc clirrcti\c o1 HllShcikh
l\'Tirktdrnr Bin Rnshid Al Nlaktoun. Vire Prc\ident and P me

ltini\ter ol lhc Lnitcd A.ab EDiral.\.lrl(l RulrrofI)ut)xi.Thc
,\$ ard comprises I toLal oI U.S. S -100.000 ro [n nce rhe

hiennial er,ent honouring lhe Best Priiclices lo be choscn h\ a

LiNCHS 'ltclrrical Ad!isor"- Conlrniltcr: ils $cll it\ an illle ul-
tionrl jur,_ oleminent personrlilies. The liNl Auard trxrk phce
in l\tlnhul on Jun.-+. l9t)ar a\ f:r1 ot rhc HAIJIIAI II
c0nlcrcl(c ! ltaiu r\u]t\.

Duhai Municipalitv is p[..ascd ar h. x\sociatcd $,ilh lhc
intlrr.ltional .11ir1 in rcrFntdin! po\ili\c1! lo thc inullc0\c
challenses ol hunran \eltlcntents is\ue\ in the ll\l centLrr\..

Thc I)Lrhai I)ccleralifil !rill givc l x)ntcnlunt to thi\ cllinl
lmd ! lvirnire thc ichiu\cnlcot ol oioiinilglill cxchitnle ol'
erle{ise and co-olel1]tlor antong govennnent\, local
aulhorilics. ),lGOs il(l (BOs lbr lh! collrron gLrod 01

humanitr.

Qasim Sullsn
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DIInaI DUcLARATIoN
THE DUBAI INTERNATIONAI- CONFERENCE FOR
HABnAT ll ON IllrST PRACTICIIS IN IMPROVING
THE LIVINC I.TNVIRONMEN I having brou8hr logethcr
over 900 deleSates fionr govcrnmcnls. Unitcd Nations
Agencies, inrernational organilalions. local authorities, non-
govefir cntal organizations (NGOS), communily based
organizati()ns ICBOS). professional associations and thc
prilarc seclor from l9th to 22nd November 1995. and
having reviewed o selection of 28 Bcrl Pracliccs
documented for the Hnbitat II Conl-crcncc:

B.lcrt;n<it'r u,.rlo GL,tDI\c
l'Rttctt,Ll.s

3)

2t

r) Recalling Agenda 2l adoplcd by lhe Unircd Nations
Cont-erence on Environmcnt and Dcvclopment (Rio de
Janeiro, 1992) and p.'nicularly irs chapleni 7 and 28
which highlight thc cssLntial linkages berween human
setllemcnG and sustainablc developmen(

Also recalling the United Nations Conlbrences on lhe
Rights of lhe Child (New York,l99l), Population and

Development (Cairo.l994). Social Developmenl
(Copenhogen,l995) and Women and Delelopmenr
(Beijing,l995) which highlighred major human
developnre t issuN: unsafc aod unhealfiy envircnmenl
violence and thc diffcrcnlilted effects each has on men

I)csirous k) explore the full implications of the
rcconrme darions o[ these conLrences fbr sustairable
urbln dcvchpmcnt:

Rccognizing the imporlance of the call of rhc Gcncrnl
A.sr rbl) lL' lorge J poslive \ i\ror nt an urh ni/inE
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6)

s)

8)

1)

world and the goals of Habitar ll - "Thc City Summil,:
adequate shelter for all and sustainable human seltle-

ments development in an urbanizing world;

Rccognizing thrt homan settlenreots ar€ wheft)

sectoml issues addressed at previous conferences

intcniecl in daily lifo and thar Habirar II rcpresents Oe

convergence of on,going local and glohal concems as

well as an opponurity for the confirmation and conso!
idation of earlicr plans olactions;

Recognizing the recommendarions and deaisions of Ue
Prepamtory Comnittcc for Habitat II calling upon all
national committees and ihc Secretarial to identify and

disseminate best praotices as an inlegtal part of the
prcparatory pnrcss and estabtishing guidelines and cri-
leria for this purposc;

Conccmed with finding praclical and slstainable
solutioDs to the social, economic nnd cnviroflmental
challenges facing an urbanizing world, including:
management of dcvclopment; employmcnl creation and

poveny eliminalio ; access to land and securiry ol'
tenurc; managenent, protection and rehabilitrtion of the

environment; eflicient use of resources; prevention of
crimc and ali lbrnts ol violencel rLhabilitalion of
refugees afid displaced persons; equality fbr all men and
womcn; social intcgralion and quality for children, the
elderly and the disahled; empowermcnl of l{rcal
oommunities; and acccss to shelter, basic services and

flnance;

F4uallyconcemed wilh fie need for thc Habirat Agenda

resulting hom he 'City Summrl" lo guide and inspire
concrele aclions in solving shclter and human

settlements problems in a0 integrated and suslainable
tray for lhe llrsr two decade, oi rhe 2lsr century:

lt



l0)

9)

t2\

I l)

RecogniziDg that special auention has tobc given to the

situation of poor countries in assuring balance between

urban and rural development and the continuing need

fbr inter0ational co-operation fbr shelter and basic

infmstructure:

BelievinS thal the worldwide promotbn ol efective
mechanisms for extending the exchange of best prac-

rices will sienificxnll) conrrihute lowards empowering

local communides to shape fteir futures:

Acknowledging the various instilutional, financial and

human rcsourccs conslrainls may limit bcal capacity to
take lull advantage of and contribute 10 such best

practice exchanges and that these consrainls patticular

ly thc need for human resources development ald
adaplalion, also be addressed in this context;

Expressing appreciation for fte invaluable

contribution of Dubai Municipaliry, United Arab
Emirales, in sponsoring imd hosting the Intemational
Conterencc on Best Practices in [nproving the Living
Environment and providing assistancc lo partners in
developing counries to facililare the documenlation of
their case studiesl

CommcndirS (he leadership of ITNCHS (Habita0 in
providing technical assistance and disseminating guide,
lines, nomination crileria and unified lbrmar lo facilitate
the compilation and exchange of best practices, includ
ing the innovative methodology adopted to analyze and

document thei. gender impacl, as a major component of
lhe Habitat ll process;

l3)

14) Taking Dote of the efforrs underway by INCHS
(Habitat) and its partners to disseminate the best

It



practicer lhmugh eieclronic, printed and audio - visual
media to the lar8est possible audiencc,
uFated cloctronic catalogue of b€st practices;

15) Believing lhat ready accoss in all parls of Ihe world to
such informalion will contrihrte ro more effective and
meaningfirl pannerships belween alld amorB Bovcm-
ments. iocal auftorities, NGOVCBOS, and the proles-
sional. academic and pivate seclors ilt addressing the
challenges of sustainahle human
setllements development;

Rl,coMMr,NrDATIoNS ANr)
Fotrow-uPAcrroNs
l. Call for a co-ordinated strategy to be implemented by

UNCHS (Habitat II) in collaborarion with orher Unilcd
Nations agencies and all appropriatc slakeholdeni.
designed to empower action, influence
policy at the local level, and promote real synergy
befween local, nalional and international developme t
initiatives: and, to strenglhen communicarion betweefi
national and loaal authorities and their
constituencies:

2. Stress that any internalional efforl for collecting and
exchanging best praclice infomalion on human
setllemenls development must bc ransparellly
dengned rnd implement{d uith the organil{lions repR.
senling hcul autho ties and other stakcholde$. build-
ing upon thch extensive internarional and national net-
works and expertise;

J. Recommend to rhe Preparatory Committee and the
"City Sumnril" thar thc ldlowing considerations be
added to complement rhc alrcady adoplcd crireria of
tangible impact, pannerships and sustainabiliry for
selecting those proctices worthy oI gbbal
dissemination:

TI



a) L€ldership in inspirirg action and change, including

change in public policy;

b) Promotion of accountability and transparency;

c) Empowerment of people, neighbourhoods and

communities and incorporation of their contribu-

tions;

4.

d)

e)

c)

a)

b)

Acceptance of and responsiveness to social and

cultural diversity;

Potential tbr transfembilily, adaprabiliry and

repli.ability;

Appropriateness to local conditions atrd levels of
development;

g) Promolion of social equality afld equiry.

Further suggest that the folhwing b€ incorpomted to
strengthen the unified reporting process 10 erlunce
best practice dissemination:

Reody and user-friendly access io all major
languages to concise surnmary information oullining

thc clemenls and givingconlact details for follow-up
inquiricsi

Fornlation of intemational networks to ass€ss

innovadon. crealiviry and tmnsferabiliry of pracli(es

at various levels ofdevelopmenti

Establishment with the intemational associations ol
local authorities and other str*eholders of n ional

and regional focal poinl$ to advice on the us€fulness

and on-going refinement ofthe system;

jt



d) Furmatiou ol inrematiural neluorls lo asscss lhc
cxl0nt rc which participalory proocs$cs arc uscd aDd

diverse intcrcsts and nccds. pdicLrlady those related

lo gcndcr dif[crences are asseised:

Delelopment and use ofrndicarors ibr ptrticipatory
planning. implcmenlation. monitoring and elalua
lion. di\aggrcgllcd by gender .lnd itge.

1.

Wclcomc lhe steps being raken by UNCHS (Hxbirar) in
dcvcloping a global elecronic catalogue on hesr

prlclices, in il$ larious forms including the Inlc rct,
CD-ROV, diske(e and prhrred fbrnr. as lveu as orhcr
practical means of facililaiing access hI policy
milkcrs and prnctitioners to the experience of lhcir
countcparrs in rddressing commoD problentsl

Eniuur.rce ull goremmenl(. t nrred Nnlror, \gcrh.i(\.
local auihorities and fieir associations, NGOS/CBOS
and professional associadons to work toward cotrnxnl
reponing formats nnd processes and to enabli!h dirccr
imd cross relerencing links with each othcrs syslent
and with the UNCIIS (Habitat) electronic calak)guc ol'
best pracdces in order to Breatlv enhancc and lacililalc
the transmission of infbrmation, expcricncc and expcl'
lise to lhei rcspecdve end-users:

Call upon UNCHS lHabirat). in pa nersh;p wilh
:rtrrmmcnr,. rrher Unrred NJlinn. JgU).ir..
asn)rJiat,ons rcprcsenling local authoriries. the
prilalc. public. non go\€mmental, professional and
loluntnrl scctor\ tL' expbre mechanisms fbr
conrpilatiur. syslcmatic analysis and assessment ofbest
pH0lices a\ an inlegral pnrt of the follo$ up process

bcyo0d Habilat II, lor thc purpose ot

,I



c)

e)

b)

d)

Dcvek)ping besl practice initiative\ as sitcs ollearn-
iog for sharing thet experiences and kno$ledge
base with the g)obal community;

Using and dissenrinating best practice case

nudics as training. managcnrcnt and
orgrrrilalional development malerials:

Fuflhcr de\elop;ng the berl practiocs caral(Eue

as a mc{ns of matching supply and dcmand for
lechnicalco-operation alllevels;

Compiling and disseminating an international rosrer

of exlericDcn, cxp€rtise and knowlcdgc bnscd on

thosc pcrs()rs. inslitutions and organi/lti(nts dircc!
Iy rcsponsiblc for implemenling 6c bcst practicesl

Promoting the Eansfer and adaptation of
enyironmentallv sound. sociallyresponsive.
econonrically \-iable technologies, products and

Fu(hering lhe transfer and adaptalion of practical
solurions for capacity-building. iocluding staff
cxchange programmes. al the intemational, regional,

n*ional and local levels

8.

9.

Welcome, with appreciation. the cslahlisholcnt by
Dubai Municipality ol rhe Dubai A*ard for Best
Prscaiccs $hi(h $,ill he admini\lercd in collaboration
wirh UNCHS (Habitaor

Call upon UNCHS (Habitat) to malc thc prescnlarion

ol lhc Duhai D€clararior a part of thc ofliciill cvcnls of
lbe lslanhul Conf€,ence.

22 Nov. 1995
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