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The recently released IPCC 6th Assessment Report on the physical basis of climate change has 
forcefully foregrounded how climate extremes and natural disasters will increasingly be part of our 
daily and seasonal lives. In the face of these predictions and projections, humanity must both 
drastically reduce carbon emissions and adapt their lives to climate extremes and environmental 
challenges. 
 
As a species, we have been dealing with environmental challenges, climate extremes, and 
natural disasters for millennia. Whilst the severity and speed of changes now is new and pressing, 
archaeological and historical research can, and should, excavate examples of communities 
adapting to rapid change, often in a sustainable way, and offer insights for the future. 
 
This seminar brings together archaeologists, historians and cultural heritage practitioners working 
on climate change and sustainability themes to respond to the recent IPCC report and to explore 
various ways in which communities have adapted to new, often inferior, conditions in the past.  
 
The key focus of the seminar is on adaptation to natural disasters such as heatwaves (and 
associated catastrophic fires) and flooding. We ask: in light of the IPCC’s report, what new 
research can archaeology and history do to advance the climate agenda? How can 
archaeologists and historians contribute to climate challenges? Which regions and communities 
can benefit from historical and archaeological research as part of their climate adaptation? 
 
We are currently accepting submissions of abstracts (deadline is 4th of November) for 10–15 
minutes presentations under three sessions:  

1. General: Adaptation and sustainability 
2. Heat (including increased air and ocean temperatures, heatwaves, droughts, catastrophic 

fires, aridification, desertification) 
3. Water (including flooding, sea level rise, glacier and permafrost melt and loss of sea ice, 

storm surges, coastal erosion, seasonality changes – i.e. monsoon winds) 
 
Please email your abstract to: email: ania.kotarba@flinders.edu.au and 
alessandro.antonello@flinders.edu.au 


