
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEN:	
  	
  	
  	
  Sunday	
  27	
  October	
  2013	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  Registration	
  from	
  1pm	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  Papers	
  1.30	
  –	
  5.00pm	
  (afternoon	
  tea	
  included)	
  

WHERE:	
  	
  	
  Artillery	
  Barracks	
  in	
  Burt	
  Street,	
  Fremantle	
  
COST:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  $12	
  members,	
  $15	
  non-­‐members	
  (join	
  on	
  the	
  day	
  for	
  member’s	
  prices)	
  
RSVP:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Essential	
  by	
  22	
  October	
  to	
  9430	
  6096,	
  0403	
  026	
  096	
  or	
  dianne.davidson@gmail.com	
  
  
RARE	
  AND	
  IMPORTANT:	
  THE	
  EARLY	
  PHOTOGRAPHY	
  OF	
  FREMANTLE	
  
Most	
  places	
  are	
  well	
  documented	
  with	
  maps,	
  drawings,	
  and	
  paintings	
  from	
  their	
  early	
  days.	
  	
  With	
  the	
  invention	
  of	
  
photography,	
  officially	
  in	
  1839,	
  photographic	
  documentation	
  gave	
  an	
  often	
  brutally	
  honest	
  representation	
  of	
  
developing	
  cities,	
  devoid	
  of	
  emotional	
  interpretation,	
  despite	
  the	
  selectivity	
  of	
  the	
  photographer’s	
  viewpoint.	
  
Although	
  it	
  is	
  recorded	
  that	
  the	
  first	
  photographer	
  visited	
  Western	
  Australia	
  in	
  1846,	
  none	
  of	
  his	
  work	
  survives,	
  and	
  
the	
  earliest	
  outdoor	
  images	
  of	
  Fremantle	
  were	
  taken	
  by	
  Stephen	
  Montague	
  Stout	
  and	
  Alfred	
  Hawes	
  Stone	
  in	
  the	
  
early	
  1860s,	
  the	
  former	
  a	
  convict,	
  the	
  latter	
  a	
  law	
  man.	
  
Albany	
  predates	
  Fremantle	
  and	
  Perth	
  photographically,	
  the	
  first	
  known	
  outdoor	
  images	
  there	
  being	
  from	
  1858.	
  
Albany	
  also	
  appears	
  to	
  have	
  more	
  surviving	
  very	
  early	
  photographic	
  representations	
  than	
  Fremantle.	
  Apart	
  from	
  a	
  
handful	
  of	
  images	
  by	
  Stout	
  and	
  Stone,	
  surprisingly	
  very	
  few	
  images	
  of	
  Fremantle	
  exist	
  until	
  the	
  1890s.	
  What	
  outdoor	
  
photographs	
  have	
  survived	
  are	
  thus	
  of	
  great	
  importance	
  for	
  a	
  reading	
  and	
  appreciation	
  of	
  the	
  early	
  landscape	
  and	
  
townscape,	
  let	
  alone	
  any	
  artistic	
  value	
  the	
  works	
  possess.	
  John	
  Dowson	
  will	
  present	
  a	
  coverage	
  of	
  rare	
  and	
  important	
  
photographic	
  survivors	
  from	
  the	
  first	
  40	
  years	
  of	
  the	
  camera	
  in	
  Fremantle.	
  
	
  
John	
  Dowson	
  is	
  a	
  photographic	
  historian	
  who	
  has	
  written	
  four	
  books	
  on	
  Fremantle,	
  three	
  of	
  them	
  being	
  
photographic	
  histories.	
  “Old	
  Fremantle”	
  won	
  the	
  WA	
  Premier’s	
  Award	
  in	
  2004	
  and	
  his	
  latest	
  book	
  “Fremantle	
  Port”	
  
was	
  short	
  listed	
  for	
  the	
  same	
  prize	
  and	
  won	
  a	
  gold	
  medal	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  John	
  believes	
  that	
  early	
  photography	
  in	
  
Western	
  Australia	
  has	
  not	
  been	
  given	
  the	
  respect	
  it	
  deserves	
  by	
  collectors	
  or	
  historians,	
  though	
  pioneer	
  
photographers	
  Stout	
  and	
  Stone	
  have	
  finally	
  been	
  the	
  subject	
  of	
  recent	
  significant	
  books.	
  John	
  uses	
  photographs	
  to	
  
promote	
  the	
  history	
  and	
  stories	
  of	
  Fremantle	
  and	
  is	
  currently	
  working	
  on	
  a	
  photographic	
  history	
  of	
  Perth. 
STEPHEN	
  MONTAGUE	
  STOUT:	
  CONVICT	
  TEACHER,	
  PHOTOGRAPHER	
  AND	
  JOURNALIST	
  
A	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  Stephen	
  Montague	
  Stout,	
  who	
  arrived	
  in	
  WA	
  as	
  a	
  convict	
  in	
  1858,	
  reveals	
  a	
  man	
  with	
  a	
  strong	
  
belief	
  in	
  his	
  own	
  capabilities	
  and	
  a	
  determination	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  new	
  life	
  for	
  himself	
  in	
  the	
  fledgling	
  colony.	
  His	
  eventful	
  
life	
  tells	
  us	
  much	
  about	
  the	
  workings	
  of	
  the	
  colony	
  during	
  this	
  formative	
  period.	
  Never	
  averse	
  to	
  self-­‐promotion,	
  
Stout's	
  varied	
  activities	
  led	
  to	
  interactions	
  with	
  all	
  levels	
  of	
  society,	
  sometimes	
  with	
  negative	
  consequences.	
  A	
  
competent	
  and	
  popular	
  teacher,	
  whose	
  former	
  students	
  held	
  high	
  positions	
  in	
  the	
  public	
  sector,	
  Stout	
  is	
  also	
  
recognised	
  for	
  his	
  talents	
  as	
  a	
  photographer,	
  leaving	
  behind	
  a	
  valuable	
  record	
  of	
  the	
  State's	
  early	
  history.	
  In	
  the	
  field	
  
of	
  journalism,	
  he	
  obviously	
  made	
  a	
  deep	
  impression	
  on	
  many	
  of	
  his	
  contemporaries,	
  who	
  continued	
  to	
  regale	
  their	
  
readers,	
  many	
  years	
  after	
  his	
  death,	
  with	
  anecdotes	
  about	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  this	
  talented,	
  yet	
  controversial	
  character.	
  	
  
	
  
Irma	
  Walters	
  is	
  a	
  former	
  primary	
  school	
  teacher	
  and	
  has	
  always	
  had	
  a	
  keen	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  State's	
  history.	
  Since	
  
retirement,	
  she	
  became	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Australind	
  Family	
  History	
  Society,	
  where	
  she	
  is	
  involved	
  with	
  the	
  
production	
  of	
  its	
  quarterly	
  newsletter.	
  Always	
  on	
  the	
  look-­‐out	
  for	
  local	
  stories,	
  Irma	
  became	
  interested	
  in	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  
Stephen	
  Montague	
  Stout,	
  first	
  teacher	
  at	
  the	
  Australind	
  settlement.	
  His	
  connection	
  to	
  her	
  home	
  town	
  of	
  Geraldton	
  
further	
  stimulated	
  her	
  interest.	
  

FREMANTLE STUDIES DAY 
Images & evidence of early Fremantle life 



IMAGES	
  OF	
  LIFE	
  ON	
  THE	
  ROCKS:	
  RECONSTRUCTING	
  THE	
  MEARES	
  CAMP	
  1829-­‐1831	
  
The	
  Meares	
  family	
  briefly	
  occupied	
  a	
  location	
  just	
  north	
  of	
  Peel	
  town	
  on	
  the	
  coast	
  of	
  Cockburn	
  Sound	
  Western	
  
Australia	
  between	
  1829	
  and	
  1831.	
  There	
  are	
  no	
  images	
  of	
  the	
  place,	
  but	
  the	
  archaeology	
  –	
  gathered	
  over	
  the	
  last	
  
two	
  years	
  –	
  paints	
  as	
  vivid	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  life	
  as	
  any	
  traditional	
  method	
  of	
  recording	
  from	
  the	
  time.	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  
material	
  remains	
  provide	
  a	
  unique	
  opportunity	
  to	
  access	
  behaviour	
  not	
  traditionally	
  preserved	
  on	
  canvas	
  or	
  
cellulose.	
  	
  
	
  
Simon	
  Meath	
  is	
  currently	
  undertaking	
  a	
  Master	
  degree	
  at	
  the	
  University	
  Notre	
  Dame	
  Australia.	
  	
  He	
  is	
  a	
  passionate	
  
and	
  focused	
  archaeologist,	
  having	
  worked	
  on	
  numerous	
  research	
  projects	
  in	
  the	
  Fremantle	
  area.	
  
A	
  PORT	
  EMERGES:	
  	
  FREMANTLE	
  1829	
  –	
  32	
  
When	
  our	
  first	
  private	
  settlers	
  arrived	
  on	
  the	
  Calista	
  on	
  5	
  August	
  1829	
  nothing	
  was	
  ready	
  for	
  them.	
  	
  But	
  three	
  weeks	
  
later	
  Surveyor	
  John	
  Roe	
  was	
  at	
  the	
  site	
  of	
  Fremantle	
  laying	
  out	
  the	
  first	
  streets	
  of	
  the	
  colony’s	
  future	
  port.	
  	
  The	
  first	
  
building	
  blocks	
  were	
  allocated	
  on	
  5	
  September	
  and	
  houses,	
  inns,	
  and	
  shops	
  began	
  to	
  appear,	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  post	
  
office,	
  a	
  weekly	
  newspaper,	
  a	
  burial	
  ground,	
  a	
  jetty	
  and	
  a	
  gaol.	
  	
  By	
  the	
  time	
  Captain	
  Fremantle	
  returned	
  in	
  
September	
  1832	
  he	
  thought	
  the	
  town	
  showed	
  promise	
  and	
  we	
  have	
  a	
  painting	
  to	
  show	
  what	
  it	
  then	
  looked	
  like.	
  
	
  
Dr	
  Steve	
  Errington	
  was	
  born	
  in	
  Northam,	
  grew	
  up	
  in	
  Northcliffe,	
  collected	
  a	
  PhD	
  from	
  UWA	
  and	
  taught	
  chemistry	
  at	
  
WAIT/Curtin	
  University	
  for	
  41	
  years.	
  	
  He	
  joined	
  the	
  Royal	
  WA	
  Historical	
  Society	
  in	
  1963	
  and	
  has	
  recently	
  been	
  made	
  a	
  
vice	
  president.	
  	
  His	
  main	
  research	
  interest	
  is	
  nineteenth	
  century	
  WA	
  history	
  on	
  which	
  he	
  has	
  published	
  several	
  
papers.	
  	
  His	
  latest	
  book,	
  Southerners	
  Forever	
  More,	
  describes	
  the	
  first	
  sixty	
  seasons	
  of	
  the	
  South	
  Fremantle	
  Football	
  
Club.	
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THE$REVEREND$JAMES$BROWN$
The$Reverend$James$Brown$was$Anglican$chaplain$to$the$Fremantle$Convict$Establishment$from$1853A

55.$During$this$time$he$issues$reports$to$the$Comptroller$General$that$provide$insights$into$the$Convict$

Establishments$and$the$relations$between$Church$and$State.$The$paper$will$focus$on$one$such$report$

and$give$background$information$on$Brown$and$the$Establishment.$$

Alex%Grose$is$a$philosophy$graduate$and$performing$artist$with$a$keen$interest$in$Fremantle$History.$He$

has$worked$at$the$Fremantle$prison$and$appeared$on$ABC$Radio$for$the$segment$The$Big$Picture.$$

FREMANTLE:$PORT$TO$ABEYANCE$
Within$hours$of$the$outbreak$of$World$Word$One$in$August$1914,$Fremantle$Harbour$became$part$of$

the$theatre$of$war$in$the$Pacific.$A$German$merchant$ship$was$shot$at,$its$crew$detained,$the$vessel$

taken$as$a$prize$of$war$and$internment$prepared.$After$using$the$Esplanade$Hotel$and$the$Fremantle$

Artillery$Barracks$as$interim$places$of$detention,$Rottnest$Island$was$chosen$as$the$site$of$an$internment$

camp,$ultimately$housing$more$than$one$thousand$enemy$aliens$from$three$German$ships,$as$well$as$

locals$of$German$and$Austrian$descent.$Fremantle$became$a$gateway$to$months$of$uncertainty$and$

years$of$incarceration,$putting$the$lives$of$many$on$hold.$This$paper$will$cover$some$of$the$dramas$

unfolding$in$Fremantle$in$those$first$few$euphoric$weeks$of$a$long$and$bloody$war.$$

Alexandra%Ludewig,$Professor$of$German$Studies,$is$Head$of$the$German$Department$at$the$University$

of$Western$Australia.$She$is$currently$engrossed$in$researching$the$World$War$One$internment$camps$at$

Ruhleben$near$Berlin$and$on$Western$Australia’s$Rottnest$Island.$

NEGOTIATING$THE$CIVIC8HEART$OF$FREMANTLE:$PAST,$PRESENT$AND$CRITICAL$PERSPECTIVES$OF$
KINGS$SQUARE$
This$paper$will$briefly$outline$the$historical$trajectory$of$Kings$Square,$explore$the$construction$of$

contemporary$problems$of$‘dysfunction’$and$critically$examine$proposed$solutions.$This$research$

emerges$from$a$close$reading$of$the$Fremantle)Herald)between$2000$and$2010.$Participant$
observational$research$from$2009$will$be$used$to$comment$on$the$representation$of$Aboriginal$groups$

and$individuals$in$Kings$Square$and$spaces$of$silence$within$Fremantle$more$broadly.$$

Shaphan%Cox$is$currently$employed$as$an$Early$Career$Research$fellow$in$Geography$at$Curtin$

University.$He$completed$a$PhD$in$March$2012$entitled$‘Whose)City/whose)Fremantle?’:)
Reconceptualising)Space)for)an)Open)Politics)of)Place.$$
‘THE$KAISER’S$SPY$ON$QUEEN$VICTORIA$STREET’$
By$the$outbreak$of$World$War$I,$German$Consul$Carl$Ratazzi$had$already$been$a$Fremantle$resident$for$

almost$2$decades.$Along$with$his$position$as$Consul,$he$was$an$established$shipping$merchant$and$

representative$of$the$Norddeutsche$Lloyd.$Accused$of$being$a$German$spy,$he$was$interned$during$

World$War$I$alongside$many$other$Germans$living$in$WA$at$the$time.$This$paper$aims$to$provide$

background$information$on$the$German$Consulate$in$Fremantle$with$a$specific$focus$on$one$of$its$most$

interesting$characters,$Consul$Ratazzi.$Furthermore,$it$aims$to$investigate$whether$the$accusations$of$

espionage$were$justified$or$not.$

Sebastian%Boch$is$an$honours$student$at$the$University$of$Western$Australia$completing$a$$Bachelor$of$

Arts$in$History$and$German$Studies$(Hons).$!
!

RSVP$

The$$

presents…$

When$ Sunday!28!October,!2012!
Registration:!from!1pm!
Papers:!1.30!–!5.00!pm!(afternoon!tea!included)!

Where$
Artillery!Barracks!
Burt!Street,!Fremantle!

Cost$ $12!members,!$15!nonImembers!!
(join!on!the!day!for!member’s!price)!

RSVP$ Essential!by!23!October!to!9430!6096,!!
0403!026!096,!dianne.davidson@gmail.com!

Fremantle$Studies$Day$

Image	
  source:	
  Jane	
  Eliza	
  Currie,	
  Panorama	
  of	
  the	
  Swan	
  River	
  Settlement,	
  watercolour	
  drawing,	
  ca	
  1830-­‐32,	
  Mitchell	
  
Library,	
  State	
  Library	
  of	
  New	
  South	
  Wales,	
  ML	
  827.	
  


