Associate or Assistant Professor – Heritage Conservation and Cultural Studies

The School of Canadian Studies in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences at Carleton University invites applications for a tenure-track appointment in Heritage Conservation and Cultural Studies, to commence on 1 July 2013. This appointment will be made at the rank of Associate or Assistant Professor.

The School of Canadian Studies offers Canada’s only interdisciplinary graduate program in heritage conservation, established in 1989. The holder of the new interdisciplinary position in Heritage Conservation and Cultural Studies will develop our undergraduate as well as graduate programs in this area, contributing to the development of online courses and to the expansion of our undergraduate program in heritage conservation. At the graduate level, the new faculty member will contribute to our unique Heritage Conservation M.A. in Canadian Studies and work with students in our Ph.D. program in Canadian Studies, jointly run with Trent University. One aim of this position is to strengthen inter-Faculty linkages with Engineering, Architecture, Art History, and Public History, forging links with heritage conservation initiatives in Architecture (the new M.Arch. in Architectural Conservation), Engineering (the new B.Eng. in Architectural Conservation and Sustainability), and Art History (the B.A. in History and Theory of Architecture). To achieve these aims, we seek a dynamic, innovative teacher and researcher with an interest in fostering interdisciplinary collaboration between the School and other departments at Carleton, in the Ottawa area, and elsewhere. Given our proximity to national institutions and the rich collaborative possibilities available at Carleton, the new faculty member will work to make the University a hub for broad learning experiences and research in heritage conservation in Canada and beyond.

For more information on the School of Canadian Studies, go to http://www5.carleton.ca/canadianstudies/
Background:
The Heritage Conservation program in Canadian Studies at Carleton has grown steadily since its founding. It currently has a number of undergraduate courses on offer and a well-established M.A. program. The joint Ph.D. program in Canadian Studies was established in 2001 and has produced a number of graduates pursuing innovative interdisciplinary work.

· The innovative Heritage Conservation stream in the School of Canadian Studies boasts an interdisciplinary program, now 22 years old, that engages with disciplines intersecting with heritage conservation theory, policy, and practice.

· This program also involves real world experience that opens up employment opportunities for students, through involvement in internships (or practicums) and hands-on learning and research projects; local, national, and international field schools; and national and international conferences and research symposia.

· This position builds on Carleton’s strong engagement with the community, through advocacy and empowerment mechanisms, to provide heritage conservation objectives with adequate public and political support.

· We encourage inter-Faculty and interdisciplinary teaching and research, involving a study of sustainability in different natural and cultural environments, communities, and built architectural sites.

· Carleton’s location in the Nation’s capital allows us to make use of various Ottawa institutions and networks. These include study and research centres that promote and facilitate exploration and development of national models for conservation.

Expectations:
The new faculty member in Heritage Conservation and Cultural Studies will:

· strengthen our undergraduate specialization in Heritage Conservation. This will involve  working with faculty members in Engineering, Art History, and Architecture to develop an attractive new B.A. option;

· pursue innovative pedagogical engagement with the Arts, Architecture and Engineering students who will be taking Heritage Conservation courses in Canadian Studies as part of their required or elected course requirements;

· have an interest in developing on-line undergraduate courses that involve a mix of video, audio, and text-based course material and that embed activities and quizzes to provide accessibility and flexibility to a wide-range of students and to help them engage with course material.

· enhance the ability of our M.A. and Ph.D. Canadian Studies programs to benefit from the sharing of approaches and collaboration between the Heritage Conservation specialization and Indigenous Studies, Women’s and Gender Studies, Cultural Studies, Quebec Studies, and Public Policy and History;

· foster links with the conservation initiatives already in place at Carleton, namely, the new Conservation and Sustainability streams in Engineering and Architecture and the new M.Arch. in Conservation and participate in emerging initiatives, such as the proposed joint M.A. program in Canadian Studies and Architecture;

· develop and enhance the Heritage Conservation Reference Collection in the Carleton Library and Archives, a new collection related to heritage conservation that is unique in Canada, which brings together books, images, papers, and architectural drawings and which will soon provide Carleton students with privileged access to a range of important primary research sources.

Current and potential research projects and activities:
The new faculty member might play a key role in coordinating future phases of the following projects and initiatives:

· The Rideau Canal Entrance Valley Locks virtual museum interpretive project. This project, directed by Stephen Fai (Architecture), is now underway and has been supported by Herb Stovel (Canadian Studies) and a number of students.

· Potential Aboriginal and Indigenous Heritage Projects. These initiatives include ongoing discussions with local First Nations communities and have the potential to involve Carleton students.

· Potential international projects involving Engineering, Architecture, and Canadian Studies. There is considerable potential for collaboration with the Engineering Faculty under the auspices of its new program in Architectural Conservation and Sustainability, which focuses on recording and assessing the condition of historic buildings.

· Potential collaboration between Canadian and international public and private sectors and academic institutions involving the World Heritage sites. Herb Stovel (Canadian Studies) has explored the possibility of collaborative projects in his capacity as a World Heritage adviser to UNESCO and ICOMOS. The aim would be to contribute to planning and technical methodologies through the use of interdisciplinary approaches.

Other research initiatives are possible and would be welcomed! The involvement of students in such activities would provide excellent learning and professional experiences, which, combined with other teaching and learning activities, would greatly enhance heritage conservation and its development at Carleton.

Applications should comprise a cover letter, a CV, and any other materials that the candidate wishes the search committee to examine.  In addition, applicants should arrange for three letters of reference to be submitted under separate cover. Applications should be sent to:  Dr. John Osborne, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, Carleton University, 330 Paterson Hall, 1125 Colonel By Drive, Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5B6. Email: john_osborne@carleton.ca. The deadline for applications is October 1, 2012.

Carleton University is strongly committed to fostering diversity within its community as a source of excellence, cultural enrichment, and social strength. We welcome those who would contribute to the further diversification of our faculty and its scholarship including, but not limited to, women, visible minorities, Aboriginal peoples, persons with disabilities, and persons of any sexual orientation or gender identity. All qualified candidates are encouraged to apply but applications from Canadian citizens and permanent residents will be given priority. All positions are subject to budgetary approval.

