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PROSPECTUS GUIDELINES 
 
A prospectus should include the following information:  

• name of the volume 
• a detailed statement of the book’s main ideas, intellectual and practical value, why the 

book is important  
• Table of Contents accompanied by a chapter-by-chapter synopsis 
• timetable for completion of the manuscript (when can you deliver the manuscript?) 
• manuscript length between 20,000 to 45,000 words (including references) 
• number of illustrations (not to exceed 40)  
• indicate any technical issues such as non-standard illustrations or copyright permissions 

needed 
• audience: who will buy it/read it, in what fields and subfields will we find people 

interested in your work? In what classes can this be used? Which professional 
organizations will find this valuable? Also tell us which audience you are writing for: 
how complex will the ideas and writing be? Are you writing for undergraduates, grad 
students, practitioners, the educated public, your colleagues? The more detail you can 
provide on potential purchasers, including specifics of organizations to which they may 
belong, the easier it is for us to estimate the book's market potential.  

• Scholarly and professional associations that would be interested in it 
• journals likely to review it 
• relevant current works (books) to which your book is related 
• competition from other titles: (what else is out there? Yes, your book is unique! But to 

help us gauge the contribution you're making, suggest your closest "competitors," 
compare them to your book, and show us why yours is an important addition to the 
literature. 

• two-paragraph bio about the professional qualifications of each author or editor 
 

We welcome complete manuscripts for review. 
 

Formatting instructions for final manuscripts will be provided.  


