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Firstly, ICOMOS Thailand would like to say
thank you to all ICOMOS Thailand members who at-
tended the meeting on the February20, 2010 at the audi-
torium Bangkok Art and Culture Centre, Thailand.
These included the ICOMOS Thailand committee and
volunteer who spent time to organized this meeting. The
meeting was divided into 2 parts. Firstly, Mr Decho Sa-
wananon, previous president of ICOMOS Thailand gave
the speech after opening the meeting. Then Mr Vasu
Posayanun, ICOMOS Thailand secretary summarized all
activities during 2009, following by the new president
election. However it could not be carried on since there
was not enough number of members in the meeting. At
this stage, the election was postponed. The next pro-
gramme was the special presentation of the role of Thai-
land in World Heritage Committee by Dr Somsuda Leey-
awanich, the permanent undersecretary of a Ministry of
Culture. At the end of this talk, the number of partici-
pants had not been increased. The ICOMOS Thailand
committee finally had made decision that the election of
the new president must be continued. After the first sec-
tion, all of us were in the common area for tea time. The
second section was started with the announcement of
the new president with 49 points from 61 votes, Then Dr
Weerapun Chinawatra and Mr Vasu Posayanun reported
on the progress of draft ICOMOS Thailand charter and at
the same time all participants had opportunity to discuss.
This session was included the new building on the previ-
ous area of Soi Wanglee Yannawa Temple. The overall
meeting was successfully finished and ICOMOS Thailand
hopes to see you all again during the international aca-
demic conference at the end of May 2010.
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Damage to Chilean heritage sites evaluated after earthquake

The UNESCO World Heritage Centre expresses its
condolences for the victims of the 8.8 magnitude earthquake
that occurred in Chile on 27 February. While providing hu-
manitarian relief remains the absolute priority for the Chilean
Government, recent information has been received on the
state of certain heritage sites: Historic Quarter of the Sea-
port City of Valparaiso and Sewell Mining Town, properties
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2003 and 2006, re-
spectively, and the Juan Fernandez Archipelago National Park,
property submitted to the Tentative List in 1994,

According to the National Copper Corporation
(CODELCO), Sewell Mining Town, built in 1905 to house
workers at what was to become the world's largest under-
ground copper mine, El Teniente, has not suffered major
damage.

The National Monuments Council has produced
preliminary information on the condition of the Historic
Quarter of the Seaport City of Valparaiso, where an earth-
quake of magnitude 6 was recorded. Although no building at
the site has totally collapsed, two buildings have shown signifi-
cant structural damage: the La Matriz church and the Port
market place. All buildings at the site, including some heritage
buildings, have shown several minor damage in the facades,
consisting mainly of the detachment of decorative elements.
The inspection of the interior of the buildings is foreseen to
be carried out by an interinstitutional team. In priority cases,
interior evaluations of some buildings have been made, yet
further detailed inspections are needed, especially for struc-
tural engineering. No damage has been reported to the fu-
niculars, with the exception of the San Agustin funicular,
whose condition was already precarious before the earth-
quake. Some of the damaged heritage buildings are already
included in the restoration projects under evaluation. The
Chilean Government has expressed the need to elaborate an
integral recovery project taking into account the current
situation.

According to the National Forest Corporation, the
Juan Fernandez Archipelago National Park did not suffer any
damage, even though Juan Bautista Village on Juan Fernandez
Island was devastated by the tsunami that occurred shortly
after the earthquake. All of the protected areas between
O'Higgins and the Araucania are closed to the public until fur-
ther notice.

In accordance to the pending detailed damage report, the
World Heritage Centre will cooperate with Chile to under-

Terracotta Warriors Safe after Chilean Earthquake

Chinese relics, including some of the famed terra-
cotta warriors, on display in Chile since December have sur-
vived from the earthquake that rocked Chile on Feb. 27.

"All the terracotta warriors are intact, and only one item fell,
but was not damaged," said Pang Yani, head of
Shaanxi Provincial Cultural Heritage Exchange Center.

Anti-quake measures were taken before the quake
given Chile is prone to earthquakes, Pang said.
"It is still unknown which piece toppled, except that it was a
pottery figurine of the Hang Dynasty. But we were
assured that it was not a terracotta warrior," said Zhang
Tong with Shaanxi Provincial Cultural Relics Bureau.

The exhibition "Ancient China and the Terracotta
Army", held in the La Moneda Palace in Chile's capital, Santi-
ago, from Dec. 3 to late April, is to celebrate the 200th anni-
versary of the founding of Chile and the 40th anniversary of
the forging of diplomatic relations with China.

The 8.8-magnitude earthquake has claimed at least

795 lives in Chile.

Micaela Thais, of the cultural center of La Moneda
Palace, said in an e-mail, "The cultural center will be closed
fortwo days in order to check the exhibition racks and will
send a detailed report concerning all the Chinese relics to
China."

The 80 exhibition items, including two replicas, are
mainly from the Qin Dynasty (221 B.C.- 206 B.C.) and Han
Dynasty (206 B.C.- 220 AD.).

A possible early return of the relics would be de-
cided after consultations between both sides, said Zhang.
"We have asked the Chilean side to reinforce the racks and
take other necessary measures to make sure that the relics
are intact in the aftershocks," said Pang.

The terracotta warriors were buried with Qinshi-
huang, the first emperor of China, in 210-209 B.C. They were
discovered in 1974 in northwest China's Shaanxi Province.


http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/594
http://english.cri.cn/6966/2010/03/03/2021s553880.htm
http://www.facebook.com/group.php
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The Remodeling of Sanam Luang

Sanam Luang where has been suffering from pre-
sent deteriorated uses and has become a swamp area in the
middle of Rattakosin Island, the main conservation area of
Bangkok, is presently proposed for refurbishment and re-
management plan to prolong its life. The project was car-
ried out by the City Council of Bangkok with 180 million
Thai baht budget supported by Thai government. It is devel-
oped under the concept of improving aesthetics in order to
enhance this special space for arranging ceremonies and
multi purpose uses. At the same time people will gain more
security and this public space can be maintained with lower
cost.

75 acre of Sanam Luang area is approximately
measured from the east to the west at 199.6 metres and
from the north to the south at 586 metres. The major
work will be included draining system to solve the long
term problem- flooding during the rainy season. The pro-
posed design is to build up the middle while the radius
stripe from the middle point will slope down to its edge,
where all water is collecting to manholes. The proposed
pavement will be divided into 2 parts: the north and the
south areas. The area of the south is proposed for the royal
ceremony while the north side will be paved by hard con-
crete for multi purpose public uses such as tra kraw lord
houng and kite field. Only the tamarind trees surrounded
around the edge will be retained . The main path in the
middle will be re-paved and used as a main entrance form
the east and west main roads. The works are also included
new benches, new paths, new lighting posts and landscape.
Three parts of underground area will be converted to 100
square metres WC at 2 metres deep, which is now under
the consult with Fine Art department, Ministry of Culture.
This proposed project is planned for 300 days.

Mr Pongsak Samesan, the Deputy of Bangkok City
Council declared that this refurbishment is the significant
work for Sanam Luang in last decade. After the project
completed, the zone will be strictly controlled. He also said
that the public should help to keep an eye on it since the
project costs immensely expensive. Furthermore the City
Council of Bangkok will be co-operated with the Ministry of
Social Development in order to manage and protect the
area from homeless people and prostitutes and merchants.
People can benefit from this public space safely and at the
same time it will be attractive again. The City Council of
Bangkok believes that the refurbishment of Sanam Luang
will bring back a lively place to represent an image of Thai-
land.

Sanam Luang’s Chronicle

‘Thorng Sanarm Luang’ or ‘Sanam Luang’
was officially known as Thoong Phra Mane where has
been formerly used for the cremation of the king, queen
and high-ranking princes and princesses. Until 1855 the
King Rama IV desired to change the name from ‘Thoong

Phra Mane’ to ‘Thorng Sanam Luang’. Then, The King Rama
V conceived the idea of making a clear view of this space by
the destruction of surrounded fortresses and other pavil-
ions in the east of Sanarm Luarng when it was used in the
occasion of the Rattanakosin’s 100 year anniversary. Sanam
Luang was later arranged as a main welcome space when
the return of the King Rama V from the first European trip
in 1897. After this celebration, he envisaged the idea of
European city to Rattanakosin Island. Sanam Luang was ex-
panded to the north and reshaped to eclipse. At the same
time the east side of Sanam Luang was connected to the
new grand boulevard called ‘Ratchdumnern Road’. In 1902
two rows of tamarind trees were grown surrounded at the
edge of this eclipse space providing shade like the boulevard
in European countries. Apart of the important ceremonies,
Sanam Lurng during this time was also used for a golf field,
a kite field, a racing horse field and a frequent foreign cir-
cus.

Later during the reign of the king Rama 6, not only
was Sanam Luang continued to hold many previous leisure
activities and important ceremony for the royal family, but
was also arranged Boy Scout’s parades and Boy Scout’s
practicing field.

In the reign of the King Rama 7, Sanam Luang was
used to propitiate a sacrifice of previous kings during the
ceremony of Rattanakosin’s 150 year anniversary. At the
same time military parades was taken place and the King
Rama 7 appeared to the public to receive wishes from his
governor and populace here.

After that, Sanam Luang was still used for military
parades and leisure such as an international New Year cele-
bration, Thai New Year celebration and sometimes it was
become a politic assembly and a stage for politic speech.
When the Filed Marshal P. Piboonsongkrarm was the prime
minister of Thailand, Sanarm Luang was known as ‘Hide
Park’ where is a place for candidates giving speech before
an election.

Since1957, A popular weekend market, relocated
from Sararnrom Palace, was taken place at Sanam Lunag.
This flea market was later removed to Jatujak in 1979, and
the significant refurbishment was carried out after that for
the celebration of the Rattanakosin’s 200 year anniversary.

Presently most Thai people named ‘Thorng Sanam
Luang’ as ‘Sanam Luang’. It is still held multi purpose uses
from the royal highnesses’ ceremony to local public uses.
Recently many politic assemblies were taken place and at
the same time many homeless and beggars called this place
as their homes. Sanam Luang lately has become a swamp
area. The city council of Bangkok is therefore has proposed
a dramatic refurbishment and landscaping scheme for
Sanam Luang which has been on the lists of preserved
monument since December 13, 1977.
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The Kurusapa Printing House or the Wat Sangwed
Technical School of Printing was built in 1925 in Bauhaus style
or known as International Style. The building is an ‘L’ shape
which used as the first trainning school of printing technique
in Thailand. Also it is a historical significant place for the edu-
cation in thailand because most books and literatures were
published here.

When the Ministry of Education finished the lease
with the Department of Treasury, the Printing House was
relocated to Lardprow. After that it was redundant since
1995. Later the Department of Treasury had a plan to demol-
ish . On the contrary Banglumpho community prefers to pre-
serve this building to become one of the landmarks in the
district. The opposite of the demolition was carried out and
at the same time the community was promote the idea of
community strength to all children and youths in Banglumpho
Community. Finally the community could push this building to
be on the protective list monument by Fine Art Department
in 2001.

After the community of Banglumphu pressured to
Department of Treasury to consider the importance of pre-
serving historic buildings, the demolition of The Kurusapa
Printing House has been discontinued. All government and
private sections, including the community is there acquire to
conserve this building which could benefit to the public, added
values to the building and added the economic value to the
local. After the requirement of bringing this building to be-
come alive, there were 2 scheme submitted: Bundit Patthana-
sil Institute and the urban regeneration foundation. At this
point, the Department of Treasury requested through the
faculty of social development, Thammasart University, The
community of Banglumphu, The old community of Bangkok
network, ICOMOS Thailand, Bangkok Forum and related or-
ganization arranging the public consultation. This will there-
fore inform and participate local people in Banglumphu area
about benefit and loss. The result of the consultation will be
repot to the Department of Treasury and Rattanakosin and
historic town Committee to consider the proposed use of the
Kurusapa Printing House as a national heritage.
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the Seventh Session of the UNITAR Series on the Manage-
ment and Conservation of World Heritage Sites will take
place in Hiroshima from April 18 - 23. Entitled Conserva-
tion for Peace: Conservation Monitoring, the 2010 Ses-
sion will be examining Monitoring Indicators and the Moni-
toring of World Heritage Sites as required under the World
Heritage Convention

The initial Call for Applications has been well received, how-
ever currently the number of applications from Thailand is
relatively small. As such, we would like to ask for your assis-
tance once again in the dissemination of information regard-
ing the course, as well as the nomination of qualified partici-
pants whom you think would benefit from the training and
interaction taking place here in Hiroshima. | have attached
below the original Call for Applications e-mail, which in-
cludes both the 2010 Session Info note, as well as a brief
description of the application process.

If you have any questions at any stage regarding the Session
or Series, please do not hesitate in making contact. The
UNITAR Hiroshima Series on the Management and Conser-
vation of World Heritage Sites, launched in 2003,

YISV YN oUsH dNNU

CONSERVATION FOR

PEACE
World Heritage Conservation

Monitoring

UNITAR Hiroshima Series on the
Management and Conservation of World
Heritage Sites

Hiroshima, Japan, 18-23 April 2010

Conservation for Peace World Heritage Conservation
Monitoring UNITAR Hiroshima Series on the Management and
Conservation of World Heritage Sites, Hiroshima, Japan, 18 -

23 April 2010 has thus far comprised six annual Sessions
held in Hiroshima itself and one in-country Session in India.
The Series, with over 300 Alumni to date, offers a set of
innovative approaches to heritage conservation, including:

A values-based management approach examining the sig-
nificance of the properties to be conserved;

* The fusion of cultural and natural heritage management;

* The recognition of both the tangible and intangible aspects
of heritage values; and

* Conservation for Peace.

Uniquely well-placed in Hiroshima, which possesses two
World Heritage sites, the Series seeks to utilize UNESCO's
Convention on natural and cultural heritage more effectively
by focusing on national policy making and planning, and on
exchanging know-how on best practices and case studies.
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