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Dr Patrick J. Greene, FSA, CEO of Museum Victoria, has pleasure in inviting you to this special lecture sponsored by the Society of Antiquaries of London.
Professor Norman Hammond
The Mysterious Maya: An Ancient American Civilisation
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Norman Hammond
Source: Michael Hamilton, Boston University
Sunday 4 September 2011
2pm

The Mind and Body Theatrette, Melbourne Museum

Carlton Gardens

RSVP: discoverylectures@museum.vic.gov.au by 1 September 2011
The Mysterious Maya: An Ancient American Civilisation

The Maya created one of the New World's most surprising and accomplished civilisations in the tropical forest of Central America and Yucatan. Over a period of 2500 years, ending with the Spanish Conquest in the 16th century, they moved from simple villages of maize farmers to great cities with impressive temples and palaces, adorned with sculptures and paintings praising their divine kings. Inscriptions in Maya hieroglyphics recorded history and the passage of time, precise to the day; the Great Cycle of the Maya calendar will end on December 23rd 2012. Most of the cities were abandoned, afflicted by overpopulation, warfare and drought by AD 900, but Maya culture and the Maya people have survived into the 21st century.

Bio Statement: 
Norman Hammond is Professor Emeritus of Archaeology at Boston University and Associate in Maya Archaeology at the Peabody Museum, Harvard University, and a Senior Fellow of the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research at Cambridge University. He was educated at Cambridge University (Dip. Class. Arch 1967, MA 1970, PhD 1972, ScD 1987) and taught at Cambridge, Bradford (D.Sc. honoris causa, 1999), Berkeley and Rutgers before joining Boston University in 1988. He was Irvine Chair of Anthropology at the California Academy of Sciences (1984-85) and has been a Visiting Professor at Jilin University (China), the Sorbonne in Paris, and the University of Bonn in Germany, as well as a Fellow at Dumbarton Oaks and a Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford University.

His fieldwork in the Maya Area has been mainly in Belize, at the sites of Lubaantun, Nohmul, Cuello, and La Milpa, and he has worked on Maya exchange systems and the fingerprinting of obsidian and jade sources, He has also done fieldwork in Afghanistan, North Africa, and Ecuador. 

Professor Hammond was Curl Lecturer of the Royal Anthropological Institute in 1985, Bushnell Lecturer at Cambridge University in 1997, Willey Lecturer at Harvard in 2000, Armand Brunswick Distinguished Lecturer at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 2001, and Reckitt Lecturer of the British Academy in 2006. He will be the Royal Society of New Zealand’s Aronui Lecturer in 2011. He was elected a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London in 1974, and a Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy in 1998. 

His books include Lubaantun: a Classic Maya realm (1975), Ancient Maya Civilization (1982: 5th edn 1994 and various foreign translations, most recently Chinese, Hungarian, and Portuguese), Nohmul: a Prehistoric Maya Community in Belize (1985) and Cuello: an early Maya community in Belize (1991). He has also edited South Asian Archaeology (1973), The Archaeology of Afghanistan (1977, with F.R.Allchin), Afghan Studies 1 (1979), Social Process in Maya Prehistory (1977), Maya Archaeology and Ethnohistory (1979, with G.R.Willey), and the Archaeology Proceedings of the 44th International Congress of Americanists (8 vols,1983-84). Papers have appeared in journals ranging from Nature, Science and the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society to the Antiquaries Journal and Burlington Magazine, and he is a member of the editorial boards of Ancient Mesoamerica and the Journal of Field Archaeology. He is also Archaeology Editor of the Times Literary Supplement (TLS) in London and Archaeology Correspondent of The Times of London.

