
  

Research School of Humanities & the Arts
ANU COLLEGE OF arts & social sciences 

Humanities Research Centre Seminar 2011

All Welcome
Convenors: Ken Taylor and Alastair MacLachlan

Sir Roland Wilson Building, Bld #120, McCoy Circuit, Canberra. Phone: 6125 6674

4 - 5. 30 pm, Tuesday 1st March
Theatrette, Level 2, Sir Roland Wilson Building

Landscape and Meaning: Context for a global discourse on cultural 
landscapes and intangible values with some thoughts on Asia
Emeritus Professor Ken Taylor, Research School of Humanities & the Arts

	 ‘Our human landscape is our unwitting biography, reflecting our tastes, our values, our aspirations, 
and even our fears in tangible visible form.’ (Lewis)

 
Cultural landscapes categories for World Heritage purposes were (still are) intended to increase awareness 
that heritage places (sites) are not isolated islands and that there is an interdependence between people, 
social structures and the landscape. Inextricably linked to this cultural concept of landscape is that one of 
our deepest  needs is for a sense of identity and belonging and a common denominator in this is human 
attachment to landscape and how we find identity in landscape and place.  The paper critically reviews 
emerging trends in the non-monumental cultural landscape approach; reflects on how the innovative ideas 
of cultural geographers and anthropologists from the late nineteenth/early twentieth century through 
the twentieth century shifted intellectual discussion on landscape from physical determinant to cultural 
construct creating a context for a global cultural landscape discourse; and reflects on the opportunities for 
WH cultural landscape work in Asia.

Ken Taylor has degrees in Geography, Town Planning and Landscape Architecture. Until 2001 he was Professor of 
Landscape Architecture and Co-Director of the Cultural Heritage Research Centre, University of Canberra. He has 
had a research interest in cultural landscapes since the mid-1980s and published nationally and internationally 
on meanings, values and cultural landscape conservation.


