Preservation of Outdoor Sculpture and Monuments
Melbourne, 8-9 November 2012

For further information, registration form, and contact details, please see the event flyer (pdf).

The Objects Special Interest Group of the Australian Institute for the Conservation of Cultural Material (AICCM), with the generous support of the Gordon Darling Foundation, are seeking expressions of interest from public art coordinators, collection managers, and arts professionals commissioning public artworks, to attend a two day workshop in Melbourne led by Katharine Untch, senior conservator, ARG Conservation Services, San Francisco.

The workshop is designed primarily for collections managers, public art administrators, and individuals responsible for commissioning, maintaining and administering public art collections. Artists, fabricators, conservators and other individuals who work with public sculpture and monuments are also welcome to attend on a space-available basis.

This two day workshop presents the broader preservation issues of commissioning new works of art, monitoring conditions, developing a maintenance program, health and safety, and contracting for conservations services.

NB places are limited to 60 and there is a course fee of $500 (incl GST).

To register your interest in attending, EOIs should be sent using the form provided to Helen Privett at Museum Victoria by 27 July 2012.  Successful participants will be notified by 31 August 2012.

For experienced conservators, I see that there is also a more advanced course to be conducted by Katherine Untch in Melbourne following this one.

This event reminds me that AICCM have had a strong national profile in developing and communicating procedures for managing outdoor artworks. In the 1990s this was the particular mission of the Sculpture Monuments and Outdoor Cultural Materials (SMOCM) Special Interest Group, who conducted national conferences and seminars advocating for the importance of caring for, surveying, and documenting public monuments and other cultural objects.

SMOCM drew upon the examples of international programs such as Save Outdoor Sculpture!, a joint program of Heritage Preservation (US National Institute for Conservation) and the Smithsonian American Museum of Art, and the National Recording Project of the UK Public Monuments and Sculpture Association, both of which are still in operation…
