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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

4th INTERNATIONAL ICONIC HOUSES CONFERENCE  
A California State of Mind –  
The Modern House Museum in Southern California 
        
17 – 19 February 2016 at the Getty Center in Los Angeles 

Reservations and information               
http://www.iconichouses.org/news/conference-announcement-2016  

4 January 2016 – ICONIC HOUSES is proud to present its 4th International Conference 
to be held February 17th to 19th at the Getty Center in Los Angeles. Hosted by The 
Getty Conservation Institute and Getty Foundation at Richard Meier’s Getty Center, 
the event will feature more tours, more speakers, and more networking activities than 
in past conferences, all focusing on Modern residential architecture’s importance, its 
preservation, and its future. 

The theme for the conference is A California State of Mind: The Modern House 
Museum in Southern California. Since Los Angeles is the spiritual home of the 
modern house, there will be several renowned Modern homes to visit (many of them 
not normally open to the public), both during the optional pre-conference tours and 
as part of the regular program. The story of the Mid-Century Modern movement will 
be told in one day with tours of the Gamble, Hollyhock, Schindler and Neutra houses, 
and there will be opportunities to visit landmark homes including the Eames House 
and several others. Guests will enjoy spectacular views at the closing cocktail party in 
Club James, the newest addition to the legendary Goldstein Residence, designed by 
John Lautner in 1963. 

The speakers represent key stakeholders – curators, owners, restoration architects 
and residents of iconic houses – and capture the spectrum of perspectives and 
opinions. Noted architectural historian Wim de Wit will share as keynote speaker his 
insights into the origin of the Modern house in Southern California. The second 
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keynote speaker, architect Toshiko Mori, will share her unique experience of working 
on three Modernist classics designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, Marcel Breuer and Paul 
Rudolph. Additionally, Malachi Connolly, President of the Cape Cod Modern House 
Trust, will present three Cape Cod museum houses that are rented out as holiday 
homes as an interesting business model, to give an insight in recent developments on 
the East Coast of the US. 
 
Franklin D. Vagnone, co-author of the Anarchist’s Guide to Historic House Museums, 
will share his highly original perspectives on preventing house museums from 
dwindling into dull mausoleums and presents his ideas on how to make them fresher, 
more exciting, and better connected to the local community. The conference 
program also includes two expert sessions devoted to the pressing topics of 
fundraising and conservation plans. 

Guest of Honor – architect Harry Gesner                                                  
Joining us as Guest of Honor is legendary architect, inventor and environmentalist 
Harry Gesner (1925), who designed the Cahuenga Pass Boat Houses in LA (1959) and 
some of Malibu’s most awe-inspiring architecture. His distinctive designs include the 
Cooper Wave House (1957), Raven’s Eye (1993) and, of course, the architect’s own 
abode, the Sand Castle (1960) found tucked along the Pacific Coast Highway. If there 
ever was an architect equivalent to the International Man of Mystery, James Bond, it’s 
Harry Gesner. In fact, the lauded architect’s life story reads like a script for the 
dashing, playboy spy: ‘the movie-star- handsome Mr. Gesner surfs and water-skis like 
a pro; he survived Normandy, though he nearly lost both legs; he audited 
architecture classes at Yale, turning down a chance to study with Frank Lloyd Wright, 
who admired his drawings; he tussled with leading men, like Marlon Brando and Errol 
Flynn, and fell in love with leading ladies, like a young June Lockhart’ and so on. 
Harry’s latest invention, The Autonomous Tent, is an exciting new form of architecture 
which has been engineered as a permanent structure, yet can be raised in just a few 
days and ‘leave without a trace’ (www.autonomoustent.com). The first monograph 
dedicated to Gesner and his thoroughly heterodox 60-year oeuvre, Houses of the 
Sundown Sea, was published in 2012. 

ICONIC HOUSES is the international network connecting architecturally significant 
houses from the 20th century that are open to the public as house museum. The 
platform also focuses on conservation, management, policy and cooperation. The 
website, www.iconichouses.org, lists circa 150 house museums worldwide and was 
launched November 2012. The Organizing Board consists of house museum directors 
Natascha Drabbe (Van Schijndel House Utrecht/ Iconic Houses founder), Iveta Cerna 
(Villa Tugendhat), Kimberli Meyer (MAK Center) and Lynda Waggoner (Fallingwater).  

The Getty Conservation Institute and Getty Foundation                                                     
The Getty has a longstanding interest in modern architecture, as currently manifested 
through the Getty Foundation’s Keeping It Modern grant initiative for 20th century 
buildings around the world, the Getty Conservation Institute’s Conserving Modern 
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Architecture Initiative (CMAI), and the collections of the Getty Research Institute. 

Conference Program                                                                                                                 
Full program and booking details can be found here:  
http://www.iconichouses.org/news/conference-announcement-2016  

Dates: Wednesday 17 – Friday 19 February 2016                                      
Venue: The Getty Center (Lecture Hall), located at 1200 Getty Center Drive,  
Los Angeles, CA 90049. Seats are limited and booking is essential.  
 
Schedule 
17 February Pre-conference tours of Los Angeles house museums       

17 February Experts meetings for house museum professionals/owners of iconic 
homes 

18 February Lectures followed by tours of iconic private homes in Los Angeles    

19 February Lectures followed by tours of iconic private homes in Los Angeles  
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