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RIE——RIEFILR
Chinese - English Glossary

Hh3z SIEHE EL BEXFHER ERE
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
B baocun preserve conserve + keep S8R Rip. RIPTE
1R3p baohu i. conservation / conserve + protect SR REFE. RIPIE,
conserve
ii. protection / protect
ii.preserve
RIipERF baohu conservation process conserve + process / procedure S8: 25,
chengxu
1RIFHETE baohu cuoshi conservation measures conserve + measures SH: B8, TH. T1E. HAHEE,
RIPE(L baohu danwei officially protected conserve + unit SR XWRPBEA,
site / entity
RIPER baohu dengji the level of protection conservation + classification
R TIE baohu i. conservation practice  conserve + work SR, RIPMBEIE, BRIPERF,
gongzuo ii. conservation
RipMRI baohu guihua i. conservation master  conservation + plan S 8%, TWigit,
plan
ii. master plan
RIPFIEIE  baohu he conservation and conservation + and +
TERRRF guanli gongzuo | management process management + work+ process
chengxu
fRIPHEE baohu pengzhao | protective shelter protect + shelter + cover S8 A%, Tt
RIFMIEHE  baohuxing protective structure protect + nature of + facilty / S8 R, B, £,
sheshi infrastructure
TRIFHEIR baoyang weihu  maintenance conservation + support + S, BN, EH%. 415,
maintain + safeguard
Pl caisu painted statuary colour + shape
Ak caizhuang decoration colour + adorn SHR: MIERE,
Lz 20l cansun damage incomplete + damage SH: WK, RE. BIR. il §R.
%jf‘.go
biyed chengxu i. process procedure + seuence SR RIPEF,
ii. procedure
5 chongjian reconstruction again + build
AL cuoluan displaced incorrect + untidy
FEHE cuoshi i. measure suitable action S8 RIPEE. 5. TW. I,
ii. intervention BRI, 184,
Ef dangdai contemporary now + generation 2. H. K,
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i3z SIEHE EX HXFHER TR
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
AT diaocha identification and investigation SR E&, T&, ERPE,
investigation
E 4P dinggi weihu regular maintenance regular + maintain/repair
kAl fanghu protection/prevention prevent + protect S| WIEP,
By TR R fangzai jianzai  disaster prevention prevent + disaster+ reduction + ZHR.: WHRE,
and preparedness disaster
JEMFE XL | feiwuzhi wenhua | intangible cultural non + material + cultural +
b chuantong heritage tradition
g% fucha investigation of again + examine SR BE, T&E, E5iEE,
selected places
=] fushu wenwu i. heritage component  associated + culture + property
ii. contents or
components
= fuyuan restoration restore + original
F ganyu intervention intervene SR 5, ik, L&, BAREE.
B4, MEEE,
IiE gongcheng intervention engineering/project S 88, . TH. EAEHE.
B4, MEEE,
TEME gongcheng technical standards intervention/engineer + standard 8. 1Tl #E,
guifan
TikiEF~F1  gongye yichan industrial heritage and  industry + heritage + and +
FiErE he keji yichan scientific and technology + heritage
technological heritage
NiEElE gongyixing community well-being public + benefit + nature of S5F: HE¥H,
R4 goufeng repointing fill + crack
fiakts goujian component structure + piece S &, ABER,
= gu ancient ancient SH. 44, EHRK,
R guanjiang grouting fill +thick liquid
BiE guanli management administer + manage/put in S RIPITE. RIPMEEIHE
order EF,
EEEH guanli tiaojian management context management + condition
kI guihua i. plan plan + draw S8 ®PAK. TILT,
ii. conservation master
plan/master plan
HMEEER guizheng rectifying components  plan + order + crooked + twist  £%&: ¥,
waishan that are deformed
HER gujianzhu traditional ancient + building
architecture
HEE gumuzang tomb ancient + tomb
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i3z SIEHE EX HXFHER TR
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
w3 {LiEIE guwenhua archaeological site ancient + culture + S, &Eik, EHiE,
yizhi and/or ruin site/ruin
T HSE hangye guifan industry norms industry + standard SR TEME,
S A heli liyong appropriate use rational + use
IR henji vestiges and traces mark/trace + vestige / S BT, KIE. XWEEF.
remains
IRIE huanjing i. setting environment SR BREW. HEEW,
ii. environment (A30)
INEEE huanjing treatment of setting environment + put in order + S B8, #HiE. Tm. L&,
zhengzhi treat HARHENE., 184,
[ElE R P huitian baohu reburial return + fill in + conservation
fnE i. strengthen add + firm
and stabilize
ii. stabilize
iii.strengthen
s jiance monitoring supervise + measure SR RFEHP. THEP,
EigEH jianshe kongzhi  buffer zone construction /
i didai development + control + zone
B jianzhu i. architecture building/architecture S, &,
ii. building
iii. structure
ME jiazhi i. significance value
ii. values
MMEERE jiazhi chanshi interpretation of values  value + explain
& jiegou i. structure join + fabricate S8 FPERE. B, 25,
ii. element
Rk jieti disassembly take apart SR £HBEEE
EAysiut jiniandi commemorative place / commemorate + place
sites
IR jinxiandai modern and recent + now + period
contemporary
AR jishu cuoshi technical measures technical + measures SR RIPFEIE., B8, BiE, TH.
I, 184, NEEA,
BARFE jishu shouduan | technical interventions  technology + means
and treaments
Ei i kaogu yizhi archaeological sites archaeological + ruins S8 et sk,
and ruins
GEc 4k kechixuxing sustainibility able + continue + nature of
EELE IS lianxu jiance continuous monitoring | continue + monitor
FEEN lishi jingguan historic landscape history + landscape SHB. BASEN. TLEN,
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3L SIEHE EL HXFHER R
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
mEx lishi wenhua historically and history + culture + famous + city
&, &, mingcheng, culturally famous + famous + town + famous +
& mingzhen, cities, towns and village
mingcun villages
ik pinggu assessment assessment/evaluation
IR pohuai deterioration/destroy /  destruction/damage S HR.\REREB/G.G8R.
damage / adversely R,
affect
FRIRHLIR pohuai jili causes of deterioration | destruction + mechanism S8 WK, Rfh. KR, BT,
BUMIE,
T&E pucha survey and inventory general examination SR BAE,. §&. E5AE,
EHMEEE  giangjiuxing rescue excavation rush to save + archaeological +
Vo2 kaogu fajue excavation
FE gianjian relocation move + construct SH. 8. TBERP.
E#% gianyi relocation move place + move place SHB . EBRRP. TE,
EBERP gianyi baohu i. removal and move + move + SR I%. TE,
relocation conservation
ii. relocation and
conservation
£EEMEIE  quanbu jieti xiufu | restoration through complete + dismantle + restore &8 fEfk. BE. 8%,
g complete disassembly
L 7K EREE shanshui natural setting mountain + water + setting
huanjing
t&Fxxfk  shehuihe social and cultural value | social + value + culture + value
E wenhua jiazhi
HeuE shehui xiaoyi benefit of society / social + benefit SH: Ak,
social benefit
A%l shike stone carvings, stone + carving
sculpture,
inscriptions, stele,
and petroglyphs
AEF shikusi cave temple rock + cave + temple
SYIBIIE shiwu lizheng physical evidence physical + object + example + S8 {kiE. R, &il,
evidence
LHIRTF shiwu yicun physical remains physical + property + leave
behind + exist / survive
VL& IE R shixian tonglang  visual catchments view + line + connect + corridor




i3z SIEHE EX HXFHER TR
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
mA : siyou four legal prerequisites: | four + have
BHRIPSEE  you baohu demarcation of the have + conservation + area
fanwei boundaries
BirEEBE  you biaozhi erection of an have + sign + explain
shuoming official plaque
declaring a site a
protected entity
FidR you jilu creation of an have + record +
[EES dangan archive for records archive
BEIHHM  you zhuanmen  designation of an have + dedicated + organ +
sEAHMAE  jigou huo organization or person
=i zhuanren fuze person dedicated to
guanli management
RE sunhai i. adversely affect injure + damage S8 %RIR., WIR. (IR, |\, B,
ii. diminish A,
iii.negatively impact
IR sunhuai damage damage SH: RE.BIRRE. RH. GR.
“Ego
it sunshang damage and / damage + injure S BRI RE. RIF G5B,
or deterioration I,
R tianjiawu additions add + objects
ks tuibian deterioration fade + change S8 iR, BIR, RIR, RG. B8R,
BILHLEE tuihua jili causes of deterioration | deterioration + mechanism S, BiR, . ®BiR. BT,
TIRHLEE,
SEE (%) wanzheng (xing) | integrity whole + entire+ (character/
essence)
hea= weihai i. dangers danger + damage
ii. threat
% weixiu maintenance and repair maintain + repair SR B, TP, RFEP,
X ZHM  wenhua cultural diversity culture + many + type +
duoyangxing character /essence
=W wenhua jingguan | cultural landscapes culture + landscapes SR HEsEW, XUEMR,
XA 2k % wenhua luxian heritage routes culture + route
¥ wenwu i. heritage site culture + property SR WEXW. XWHil. X
ii. site gt
XHRIFE  wenwu baohu officially protected culture + property + conserve S {RiPE(L,
i danwei site / entity + unit
X i wenwu heritage site culture + property + S8 WEXY. X, X LiEtt,
guji ancient + remains
NXHIEIER  wenwu guji de site capacity bear + receive + able + force
R HE chengshou

nengli
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i3z SIEHE EX HXFHER TR
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
YRR wuli fanghu physical protection physics + protection S8 P,
YRIEF wuzhi yicun physical remnants physical + remains SR LYiEF,
Ik xianzhuang existing condition present + condition SH. IREE. BiIX,
IR E(E xianzhuang minor restoration present + condition + repair + @ ZHR. B8, EAEE. WK,
zhengxiu put in order / fix
[E3-] xiufu restore, restoration restore / repair S, B, T, IE. SIRE®E.
B4, IMEEER. ESBE,
(CF=- xiushan repair repair S8 88, T, TE. FAREE.
NEEE,
BEEIEA yichan yunhe heritage canals heritage + canal
1= yiji vestiges and traces leave behind + vestige/remains S8 R, &iE,
& yiju evidence/basis basis + evidence S RiE. &k,
JVA=SIIES yingji yu’ an (emergency) response  respond + urgency + beforehand
plan + plan
A yingxiang hazardous affect + safety 2. RE,
anquan
fa s yinhuan potential problem/threat hidden + affliction SH: RE,
i yizhi archaeological site site/ruin SR EHxXEL, EEEL,
and / or ruin
MIGRE youshi caihua architectural paintings non-ornamental painting +
on ornamental paintings
wooden structures
BiR yousun adversely affect have + injure S0 BR. W, RE . BRI, R 5.
e,
Rk yuanzhi in situ original + place
JBIR yuanzhuang historic condition original / previous + condition SH. K. TREE,
W RE yufang zaihai disaster prevention prevent + disaster SR BHRRR,
and preparedness
Mk ERERE  yufangxing preventive measure prevent + measure
cuoshi
RE zaihai i. disaster disaster + harm SH: K. IR, RIR RG.BE.
ii. hazardous SlERE. MEE,
iii.threat
=33 zhanchen exhibition exhibit + display Sl BT,
BR zhanshi i. presentation and open up + show 21 B,

interpretation
ii. reveal
iii. presentation
iv.interpretation
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3L SIEHE EX HXFHER R
Chinese Pinyin English Literal Meaning Comments
HI (%) zhenshi(xing) authenticity true + fact/real + (character /
essence)
BERAE zhongdian detailed investigation major / focus + investigation SHB. 88, L&, BALE,
diaocha
ELEE zhongdian xiufu | major restoration major / focus + repair + recover S8 IREE., BE,
/turn back
FE®HEE  zhongguo guji ICOMOS China China + monuments + site +
HHRIPHE  yizhi baohu conservation + association
xiehui
LIt zhuanxiang sheji i. sub-plan specific + item + design SR /RPN, MR,
ii. project design
iii.implementation plan
A zhunze i. principles follow + norms SH: TME. TEIE,
ii. guidelines
BREMN ziran jingguan natural landscape natural + landscape SR FEEW. IUEW,
RIERETF zuidi xiandu minimum intervention most + low + limit + intervention
b ganyu
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Foreword for the Revised Edition of
the Principles for the Conservation of
Heritage Sites in China

Fifteen years have passed since the Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China
(hereinafter referred to as the China Principles), a tripartite cooperative project between the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage of China (SACH), the Getty Conservation Institute (GCI) and the
Australian Heritage Commission (AHC), was adopted and issued in 2000. This landmark document
was a comprehensive summary of practices of cultural heritage conservation in China, that
established basic procedures and principles, settled some long-existing controversies, improved the
level of theoretic studies, set standards on practices, and facilitated learning of and communication
between Chinese and international theories with regard to the conservation of cultural heritage. As
a guiding document that sets the highest professional rules and major standards for conservation
practices, the China Principles has been widely publicized, disseminated and applied since it was
published. A large number of professionals have received training on the China Principles. Ideas
and concepts on the conservation of cultural heritage that reflect Chinese conditions have been
widespread in the professional community and the whole society. The China Principles has played
an important role in improving the conservation of cultural heritage in China both in theory
and in practice, and has made extensive and profound impacts on the field of cultural heritage
conservation both at home and abroad. It has provided conditions and basis for China’s conservation
practices over the past decade and developed important guidelines for the sector as a whole.

The conservation of cultural heritage in China has embraced a golden era of vibrant development
since 2000, thanks to the rapid economic and social progress. This prosperous reality has been
reflected, in the first place, by practices in the conservation of cultural heritage that were
unprecedentedly active. Over the past 15 years, further efforts have been made to gather detailed
information about the country’s cultural heritage resources and as a result, a huge number of
cultural sites have been inventoried as protected entities. With the third National Survey of Cultural
Heritage, the number of cultural sites soared from 300,000 to 760,000, among which the number of
National Priority Protected Sites increased from 750 in 2000 to 4,296, to date. In addition, protected
sites at provincial and city/county levels also saw significant increase.

Over the past 15 years, a wealth of protected heritage sites has been given proper care, with their
settings remarkably improved. Significant achievements have been scored and valuable experience
gained from the restoration and protection of cultural remains in the areas of the Three Gorges
Dam and along the route of the South-North Water Diversion Project, and programmes such as the
Conservation of Early Historic Buildings in Southern Shanxi Province and Conservation of Major
Heritage Sites of Tibet. Initiatives for the post-quake rescue and protection of cultural relics in
Wenchuan of Sichuan Province and Yushu of Qinghai Province demonstrated the level of emergency
response and professional capability of Chinese conservators in addressing massive disasters.
Foreign aid projects such as the restoration of the front gate area of the Palace of the Bogd Khan in
Mongolia and the restoration of Chau Say Tevoda and Ta Keo Temple of Angkor Wat in Cambodia
showcased to the outside world the concept, technology and professional capability of China in the
conservation of cultural heritage.

Over the past 15 years, the protection of large-scale archaeological sites and the construction
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of archaeological parks have seen rapid growth. Conservation projects and establishment of
archaeological parks launched in such significant sites as the site of Yin Xu in Anyang, the site of
Luoyang City of the Sui-Tang period in Luoyang, the site of Jinsha in Chengdu and the Daming
Palace in Xi’an, have provided new approaches, based on archaeological studies, for the protection
and utilization, interpretation and presentation, realization of interests of stakeholders, tourism
development and improvement of people’s livelihoods, harmonized solutions for both the
conservation of cultural heritage and the social and economic development, and effective ways to
achieve win-win results for various stakeholders in the new context of urbanization. These successful
projects have led to the sustainable development of archaeological heritage and the preservation
of cultural diversity, while benefiting local communities and people and generating good social and
economic results.

Over the past 15 years, notable progress has been made in the conservation and management of
World Cultural Heritage Sites in China. As of 2014, 47 sites in China had been inscribed on the World
Heritage List. A set of comprehensive and effective working mechanisms has been set up, pertaining
to nomination, protection, management, monitoring and research. More importantly, the awareness
of cultural heritage conservation has been boosted intensively and extensively in China, thanks to
the widespread of World Heritage-related concepts such as outstanding universal value, authenticity
and integrity and the practices in protecting massive cultural routes such as the Silk Roads and the
Grand Canal. Not only the cultural sites inscribed on the World Heritage List have been given good
protection and management, but also valuable experience drawn upon from theories and methods
on the conservation of World Cultural Heritage sites have been used to protect other cultural sites
around the country in a better way. Advanced methodologies and approaches on the protection,
monitoring and presentation of World Cultural Heritage sites have been widely used in China, which
have remarkably improved the overall level of conservation and management, and facilitated the all-
round social-economic development of local communities.

The fact that the theoretical system on China’s cultural heritage conservation continues to be
enriched provides one more piece of evidence to testify to the arrival of a golden era of vibrant
development of the country’s conservation sector. Since the 1990s, in particular, since the 21st
century, China has embraced a new active period of development of the theories of cultural
heritage conservation. A deeper understanding of conservation concepts such as authenticity,
integrity and appropriate use has been reached; as a result, new types of cultural heritage have
been recognized. These in turn, have helped the development and enrichment of theoretical system
on China’s cultural heritage conservation. The Notice on Strengthening the Conservation of Cultural
Heritage issued by the State Council in December 2005 introduced the concept of “cultural heritage”
as a definition of wider scope and richer content to replace the original term “cultural relics” This
government mandate marks the arrival of a new stage for the conservation of cultural heritage in
China. Beginning in 2006, SACH has annually organized the Wuxi Forum on the Conservation of
Cultural Heritage to launch in-depth discussions on such extensive topics as industrial heritage,
vernacular buildings, 20th-century heritage, cultural landscapes, cultural routes, heritage canal,
sustainable development of World Heritage sites, and conservation and use of cultural heritage. A
number of important international conferences have been convened in China, including the 28th
Session of the World Heritage Committee meeting, the 15th ICOMOS General Assembly, the 2nd
International Conference on Heritage Conservation and Sustainable Development, the International
Symposium on the Concepts and Practices of Conservation and Restoration of Historic Building in
East Asia, the International Symposium of Conservation of Painted Wood Architectural Surfaces in
East Asia, and the 2012 ICOMOS Advisory Committee and Scientific Committee meetings. In these
conferences a series of international documents have been adopted, such as the Suzhou Declaration
on Youth Education on World Heritage, the Xi'an Declaration on the Conservation and the Setting of
Heritage Structures, Sites and Areas, the Shaoxing Declaration Heritage Conservation and Sustainable
Development, the Beijing Document on the Protection and Restoration of Built Heritage in East Asia,




and the Beijing Memorandum on the Conservation and Restoration of Caihua in East Asia. These
international conferences and documents have helped increase communication and exchange
between China and the international community in the field of cultural heritage conservation and
made significant contribution to the enrichment and development of international theories.

In the world today, heritage conservation and social development are linked much closer. Cultural
heritage, as a drive for the sustainable development of economy and society, serves to benefit
people’s life today and make the world full of varieties, harmonious and beautiful. Cultural heritage
plays an increasingly important role in social development and thus higher requirement is set
for heritage conservation. To put equal emphasis on presentation, use and protection of cultural
heritage instead of simply preserving cultural relics, to take into consideration social benefits when
proceeding with heritage conservation practices, and to highlight the role of cultural heritage
in facilitating social development should be the priorities on the agenda of cultural heritage
conservation.

At the same time, there is no denying that cultural heritage is still faced with many threats.
Internationally, cultural heritage has frequently suffered from damages in conflict areas. Extremists
attempt to destroy people’s belief of a region and memory of human history by destroying cultural
heritage. In China, the major challenge facing us is how to better protect cultural heritage in the
process of fast economic growth and achieve win-win of development and protection. In this stage
of fast economic growth, practices of pursuing economic benefits while neglecting the conservation
of cultural heritage happened in many places around the country, and some even risked making
damage to cultural heritage for the sake of short-term economic benefits. In other places where
economy has been developed, more financial resources have been put in to protect cultural heritage,
but regrettably, in an incorrect way, which led to bad results. To solve these problems, on one hand,
law enforcement and administrative supervision have been strengthened and key efforts made to
investigate offenses causing damage to cultural heritage. On the other hand, more publicity efforts
have been made so that the whole society and various stakeholders come to rightly understand
the active role that cultural heritage plays in the society today. More importantly, more work has
been done with regard to conservation theories, with an aim to use correct concepts as guidelines
to resolve problems. For example, key efforts have been made for the development of theories on
appropriate use of cultural heritage which are recognized as an important approach to maintain
the vitality of cultural sites in contemporary social life and facilitate the protection of cultural sites
and their values. Meanwhile, many useful practices have been undertaken in the protection and
utilization of large-scale sites, industrial heritages and cultural landscapes.

Fast economic and social development has set new requirements for the conservation of cultural
heritage and the China Principles needs timely revision and enrichment in order to better address
major challenges in this regard. Experiences and theories developed in conservation practices over
the past decade and more have provided conditions for the revision of the China Principles. In 2009,
when the International Symposium on the Sustainable Development of Tourism of Cultural and
Natural Heritage Sites was held in Dunhuang, | exchanged views with Mr. Neville Agnew from GCl on
the revision of the China Principles which was placed on the agenda soon afterwards.

In 2010, approved by SACH, ICOMOS China began to undertake the revision of the China Principles.
A working team was set up, consisting of experts in historic buildings, cave temples, archaeology,
World Heritage, planning, administration and law, to review the text and glossary of the China
Principles. GCl was invited to participate in the revision work. In the following four years, nearly 30
national and international meeting of various scales were held and suggestions were sought from
members of ICOMOS China Advisory Committee, provincial departments of cultural heritage, and
qualified conservation institutions. In early 2014, this revision project was finally completed. The
revised China Principles reflects the collective wisdom and hard work of all participants. | would
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like to hereby express my heartfelt thanks to every expert of the working team, GCl and all my
colleagues engaged in the revision work.

The revised China Principles, while showing full respect for the 2000 edition so as to ensure
continuity in content, is a more authoritative, forward-looking and targeted guidelines that
incorporates achievements in theories and practices of cultural heritage conservation in China over
the past decade and reflect the knowledge and awareness of the conservation community of China
regarding value of cultural heritage, conservation principles, protection of new types of cultural
heritage, and appropriate use.

Value perception. For years, when it comes to the value of cultural heritage, historical, artistic and
scientific values have been frequently mentioned, while there is a lack of in-depth exploration of
value from social, cultural and economic perspectives. With ever-deepened knowledge and ever-
diversified practices regarding cultural heritage both internationally and domestically, a pluralistic
tendency in studies of the connotation of heritage values has occurred. Based on a careful review of
this tendency, the revised edition of the China Principles suggests that cultural value and social value
are also important values that cultural heritage should have. Cultural heritage bears outstanding
cultural diversity which contains cultural value, a key element comprising the value system of
cultural heritage today. Similarly, social value that cultural heritage bears with regard to social
cohesion, emotional value and educational function is also what is emphasized in the conservation
of cultural heritage today. The recognition of cultural and social values will surely help improve
the overall value system of cultural heritage of China, deepen the knowledge about the richness of
cultural heritage, and actively facilitate the development of theories and approaches of value-led
cultural heritage conservation.

Basic principles for the conservation of cultural heritage. The revised China Principles, while
adhering to the basic principles of preserving historic conditions, minimal intervention, use of
appropriate conservation technology, and Disaster prevention and preparedness, gives more stress
on the principles of authenticity, integrity and protection of cultural traditions, truly reflecting the
rich and profound meanings of basic principles for the conservation of cultural heritage in China.
The principle of authenticity emphasizes not only the protection of physical remains but also the
protection of relevant intangible cultural heritage. The principle of integrity calls for integrated
protection of all relevant elements of cultural heritage, including settings that reflect values of
cultural sites, to redevelop a system of conservation principles that holistically and comprehensively
reflects characteristics of the rich legacy of cultural heritage of China. The principle of protection of
cultural traditions underlines traditions related to tangible heritage, which is a key to the success in
the protection of outstanding cultural traditions.

Conservation of new types of cultural heritage. Since 2000, the protection of new types of cultural
heritage has becoming increasingly important in the conservation of cultural heritage in China.
Industrial heritage, 20th-century heritage, cultural landscape, heritage canal and cultural route
demonstrate features that are not available in conventional heritage conservation practices. After a
certain period of exploration, China has developed rich experiences in the conservation of new types
of cultural heritage. The revised China Principles makes a systematic summary of these practices,
develops basic conservation principles for each type, and establishes an initial yet relatively
comprehensive system of conservation principles that covers various types of cultural heritage.

Monitoring of cultural heritage. Monitoring has drawn extensive attention along with the
development of the world heritage conservation. With this approach, issues of the physical
conditions of cultural heritage can be found thus solved before they become problems, so that
earliest and minimal intervention is made, and authenticity and integrity protected to a maximized
extent. The conservation of World Heritage sites has provided new content and systematic




approaches for the conservation of cultural heritage in China. The revised China Principles further
integrates systematic and preventive conservation, including the approach of monitoring, into the
system of cultural heritage conservation, so that the conservation of cultural heritage in China is
better alined with the World Heritage conservation system.

Appropriate use. Appropriate use has been one of the four important elements of the guidelines
for the conservation of cultural heritage in China. But in practice, the lack of alternative way of
utilization and excessive use have long been the reality. With the society’s ever-increasing attention
to cultural heritage, how to reasonably utilize cultural sites has become an important challenge.
The revised China Principles dedicates an independent chapter to explain principles and approaches
of appropriate use from perspectives of continuation of original function or adaptation for an
appropriate modern use. This also represents a major exploration in the conservation of cultural
heritage in China.

Presentation of cultural sites. The revised China Principles recognizes the reconstruction of lost
historic buildings as a way of presentation of original buildings, defines the nature and value of
reconstructed buildings, and responds to long-existing disputes in conservation practices in China.
Meanwhile, the revised China Principles also stresses the use of diverse approaches of presentation
of historic buildings, sites and monuments, in particular, the use of digital presentation. It also
emphasizes the basic principles that must be abided by in heritage prsentation.

In conclusion, the revised China Principles develops a comprehensive and scientific system for
the conservation of cultural heritage in China, featuring from value perception to conservation
principles and to conservation practices. It is a document of scientific analysis and summary of
theories and practices of heritage conservation in China since 2000.

I hope that the revision and adoption of the China Principles will provide theoretical guidelines
for the new stage of conservation practices in China, facilitate the overall improvement of the
conservation of Chinese cultural heritage, and make its due contribution to the development of

international conservation theories and the development of the conservation of cultural heritage of
humankind.

Tong Mingkang
President of ICOMOS China

Deputy Director-General of the State Administration of Cultural Heritage
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Principles for the Conservation
of Heritage Sites in China
Principles & Commentary

Chapter 1 General Principles

Article 1

Heritage sites. These Principles can serve as guidelines in conservation practice for
everything commonly referred to as heritage sites. Heritage sites are the immovable
physical remains that were created during the history of humankind and that
have significance; they include archaeological sites and ruins, tombs, traditional
architecture, cave temples, stone carvings, sculpture, inscriptions, stele, and
petroglyphs, modern and contemporary sites and architecture, and historically and
culturally famous cities, towns and villages together with their original components.
Cultural landscapes and heritage routes and canals are also deemed to be heritage
sites.

Commentary:

Heritage sites are immovable heritage (aboveground, buried or submerged) that includes
all officially listed protected sites at national, provincial and county levels, as well as places
that have been registered as a result of national survey and inventory campaigns.

A heritage site must comprise actual physical remains that have historical and locational
elements of known dates.

Important historical elements of a heritage site include:
i.  Significant events or activities associated with historic figures.

ii.  Significant undertakings in science and technology, production, transportation, and
commerce.

iii. Traditional institutions.

iv. Ethnic culture and religious culture.
v. Family and society.

vi. Literature and the arts.

vii. Folk customs and trends of a period.




viii. Other historic attributes of particular significance.

The location of a heritage site must be determined by the existence of aboveground,
buried or submerged remains or other physical evidence that sufficiently demonstrates its
actual location. Written records or traditional oral accounts alone are not sufficient proof
of the location of a site.

The age of a heritage site is established from existing physical remains. Documentary
records may be used to provide supporting evidence to authenticate the date of a site, but
should not be used as the main basis for determining age. A site with components or fabric
from different periods requires an explanation of the dates. When it is not possible to
accurately date a site, it is permissible to describe it as dating from the beginning, middle,
or end of a particular century or dynasty.

The name of a heritage site may be the original name used when the site was built or
the name that has been used for the longest period of time. It may also be a name with
important commemorative significance or one that has become established through
popular usage.

Historically and culturally famous cities, towns and villages also have significance as they
reflect the history of the development and evolution of human settlement and are a
medium through which cultural diversity is expressed.

Cultural landscapes were created through human interactions (both physical and creative)
with the natural environment and have significance.

Heritage routes were created by activities related to transportation, the migrations of
people, trade and commerce, or military movements within a specific geographic area and
consist of road or water transportation networks together with associated sites. Heritage
routes may demonstrate the interactions of different cultures and have resulted in cultural
development along transportation routes. The significance of this category of heritage lies
in its cultural diversity.

Heritage canals are waterways that are human-made or are a combination of made
and natural elements that demonstrate advances in engineering and technology and
have cultural significance. Heritage canals may have attributes associated with cultural
landscapes and may also demonstrate multidimensional interactions between different
cultures that have contributed to cultural development in surrounding areas, and thus may
have attributes associated with heritage routes.

Places where important scientific and technological advances have been made, along
with the equipment and instruments used, testify to the development of science and
technology and thus have significance. These places and their associated apparatus should
also be considered as integral elements of heritage.

Industrial heritage specifically refers to modern and contemporary industrial structures,
equipment and products that demonstrate the development of industrial work processes
and technology; the significance of industrial heritage carries the same importance as
other categories of heritage site. The industrial development era is an important period
in China’s history. Industrial heritage is a witness to this period of history. The buildings
and structures at some industrial heritage sites may have also become local landmarks.
Industrial heritage may have had a profound effect on the local community and culture
and may have become a cultural medium with strong local character. The structures and
buildings, landscape and its setting and important pieces of equipment are all components
of this heritage.

Many categories of heritage such as historically and culturally famous cities, towns and
villages, and cultural landscapes may have a close association with various forms of
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intangible heritage such as traditional means of production, ways of life and religious
beliefs. Intangible heritage is an important medium for retaining the significance at a site
and is a ‘living’ attribute. Conservation of these types of sites must also include intangible
forms of cultural heritage. Community participation is fundamental to conserving these
categories of heritage.

Article 2

Purpose. The purpose of the Principles is to ensure good practice in the conservation
of heritage sites. Conservation refers to all measures carried out to preserve a site, its
setting and associated elements. The aim of conservation is to preserve and protect
the authenticity and integrity of the site, its historic information and values, using
both technical and management measures.

Commentary:

The aim in conserving a heritage site is to preserve all physical evidence that testifies
to the development of human history and reveals human creativity and cultural
accomplishments. It should also aim to advance and enrich outstanding examples of
human culture.

Good conservation is the elimination or mitigation, through the use of technical and
management measures, of elements that threaten the heritage site and its setting.

The setting of a heritage site includes the natural setting that gives expression to the
values of the site as well as its associated cultural context.

Important related elements include associated heritage components, intangible cultural
heritage and equipment and apparatus related to industrial and technological heritage.

Article 3

Values. The heritage values of a site are its historic, artistic, and scientific values, as
well as its social and cultural values. Social value encompasses memory, emotion and
education. Cultural value comprises cultural diversity, the continuation of traditions,
and essential components of intangible cultural heritage. Cultural landscapes and
heritage routes and canals may also have important natural values.

Commentary:

Historic value is the value that a heritage site has as a witness to history.

Artistic value is the value that a heritage site through representing definitive styles of art,
aesthetic preferences and particular periods in human history.

Scientific value is the value that a heritage site manifests as physical evidence of human
creativity and achievements in science and technology, as well as the creative process
itself.

Social value is the value that society derives from the educational benefit that comes from
dissemination of information about the site, the continuation of intangible associations, as
well as the social cohesion it may create.




Cultural value is primarily derived from the three types of values outlined below:
i.  Diversity, as revealed through ethnic culture, regional culture, or religious culture.
ii. Nature, landscape and setting of a site that have been imbued with cultural attributes.

iii. A site’sintangible heritage.

Article 4

Conservation process. Conservation needs to be carried out in sequence according
to the process prescribed in these Principles. An assessment of the values and
significance of a site is the first step that should be undertaken. The system for
review by experts of each step of the process must be followed.

Commentary:

Process is a fundamental step in the conservation of a heritage site. Implementation of the
conservation process is the basis for ensuring that conservation practice complies with
set standards and is effective in reaching conservation goals. Conservation of a heritage
site requires a broad knowledge base and covers many different disciplines. It should be
recognized that people undertaking conservation work may have limitations in terms of
their education and practical experience. The conservation process is a procedural means
to identify what needs to be undertaken, as well as a means of reviewing and appraising
conservation work so as to ensure that it is done to the highest possible standards. Each
step of the conservation process must be reviewed to determine whether it is appropriate
and complies with regulations. A panel of experts should be responsible for undertaking
this review. The expert panel should comprise professionals from all fields relating to
the project, who also have broad ranging practical hands-on experience and are familiar
with the regulatory environment and possess a thorough understanding of heritage
conservation theory. The recommendations from this review should then become the basis
for obtaining administrative approval to undertake the conservation work.

Article 5

Research. Research is fundamental to every aspect of conservation. Each step in the
conservation process should be based on the results of research. Research results
should be made public through an effective channel or published so as to promote
further research into the conservation of heritage sites and assist the public to gain
an appreciation of their values.

Commentary:

The conservation of a heritage site is an endeavor that must be based on research.
Research includes investigation into the site itself, conservation technology and
conservation techniques. One of the most important steps in the conservation process is
to make research results accessible to the public or publish the results so that they may be
evaluated more broadly and used or referenced by other sites. Public awareness of these
results may lead to public support for the conservation cause. Access to research results
or their publication is necessary for the development of conservation technology and to
comply with professional ethics.
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Article 6

Use. Use of a heritage site must comply with the principle of appropriate use while
ensuring its protection. Use of a site for the benefit of society is important, but such
use should not diminish the site’s values.

Commentary:

Use of a heritage site may either retain the original function or allow for a new suitable
contemporary use.

Appropriate use is the use of a site without damage to it or the setting or diminishing its
values.

Research, understanding the history and cultural attributes of a site, presentation and
interpretation of its values and education are all appropriate use.

Heritage sites are non-renewable. Appropriate use must consider the characteristics of
a site, its values and its capacity to withstand use. In using a site, the values should be
presented and interpreted without causing damage.

Article 7

Training. All personnel at a heritage site should have received training or an
education in a relevant discipline and should gain professional qualifications prior
to commencement of duty. Qualified personnel should undertake regular training to
enhance their capabilities.

Commentary:

Conservation and management of a heritage site is a specialist field and needs to be
undertaken by professionals. The selection of personnel should take into consideration
an individual’s professional qualifications and relevant experience and ability to
undertake specialist work. A system of qualification for both organizations and individuals
undertaking site conservation should be implemented. Qualified personnel need to
enhance their professional qualifications through participation in regular development
courses.

Article 8

Participation. Conservation of heritage sites is a social undertaking that requires
broad community participation. The public should derive social benefit from
heritage conservation.

Commentary:

In today’s society, heritage sites form an integral part of the physical and spatial
environment, as well as fulfilling contemporary society’s cultural and spiritual needs.
Protection a heritage site preserves its history, culture, and the memory of society, and also
serves the public interest. Heritage conservation is a public cause and as such the public




should feel a responsibility and obligation to it and should be encouraged to proactively
support and participate in it. The results of conservation should be accessible and enjoyed
by all.

All levels of government (national, provincial, and local) are responsible for the
conservation of heritage sites. Conservation should be one of the criteria for assessing the
performance of government. Government, as the manager of a heritage site, should carry
out the relevant procedures as prescribed by law, ensure that the site is protected, and is in
a good state of preservation.

Personnel must abide by professional ethics and give priority to the conservation of a
site and its setting. Detailed research about the particular conditions of a site should be
undertaken to find the most appropriate methods and ensure good conservation.
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Chapter 2 Conservation Principles

Article 9

Historic condition. An essential requirement in the conservation of a heritage site is
to preserve its historic condition. The historic condition of a site embodies its values,
authenticity and integrity as they have evolved during the course of its history.
Through good conservation practice, a site’s historic and cultural context and its
cultural traditions are preserved and retained for the future.

Commentary:

The historic condition of a heritage site is the medium through which its values are
expressed. Retaining historic condition conserves the values and is the purpose for
undertaking site conservation. It is also the basis for developing other related conservation
principles.

Historic condition of a site refers to the following:
i.  The condition prior to any conservation interventions.

ii. The condition after having been subjected to treatments, adaptations, or
reconstructions during the course of its history and which interventions are judged to
have significance, including a ruined state that reveals important historical attributes.

iii. The reinstated condition after restoration of elements that were partially collapsed,
buried, deformed, incorrectly placed, or braced, where the original components and
form of the structure exist.

iv. The historic condition of a setting that is of significance to the site.

In complex situations, scientific investigation should be undertaken to determine the
historic condition.

Stains, grime, and accumulated debris from long-term neglect are not part of the historic
condition of a site.

When a site has been subjected to repeated interventions over the course of its history,
a detailed appraisal of significance should be made to determine what constitutes its
historic condition.

When a site preserves fabric or techniques from several periods, the values should be
identified and the site conserved so that all the elements of significance are retained.

The principle of retaining historic condition involves either preserving existing condition
or reinstating historic condition.

The existing condition of the following must be preserved:

i.  Archaeological sites and ruins, particularly those with aboveground remains.




ii. The overall design and layout of architectural ensembles within a site.

iii. Individual components of significance from different periods within architectural
ensembles.

iv. Components and artisan techniques from different periods that have significance for
a site.

v.  Works of art, either independent or associated with a building.
vi. Damaged remnants of a site resulting from natural disasters that retain research value.

vii. Damaged remnants resulting from important historical events that have acquired
commemorative significance.

viii. Historic settings that have not undergone major change.

Reinstatement of a site to its historic condition is permitted in the following instances:
i.  Where collapse, burial, damage, or abandonment has occurred.

ii. Where deformation, incorrect placement or bracing has occurred.

iii. Where there exist sufficient physical remains to reveal the historic condition of a small
number of missing parts.

iv. Where there are no physical remains to reveal the original condition of a small
number of missing or altered components, but where after scientific investigation and
comparison with components of the same type and period, the original condition can
be determined.

v.  Where, following appraisal, parts of a site that do not have historical value because
of later interventions are removed so that the site can be returned to its historic
condition at a specified period in the past.

vi. Where reinstatement enables the historic setting to reveal the values of the site.

Article 10

Authenticity. Authenticity resides in the original materials, workmanship and design
of a site and its setting, as well as in its historical, cultural, and social characteristics
and qualities. Respecting these aspects through conservation retains authenticity.
The continuation of long-established cultural traditions associated with a particular
site is also a means of retaining its authenticity.

Commentary:

The principle of authenticity is the foundation for the conservation of a site’s physical
remains. All cultural attributes and traditions should be conserved based on the overall
understanding of a site’s values. The principle of authenticity relates to both tangible and
intangible heritage. It is applicable to archaeological sites and ruins as well as traditional
architectural sites that are a testament to history, and can also be used as a guide for the
conservation of historically and culturally famous cities, towns and villages that retain
their original functions, as well as cultural landscapes. Aspects relating to living heritage
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sites and the diverse range of cultural values that some sites may have are also important
components of a site’s authenticity and must be preserved in their entirety.

Authenticity covers form and design, materials and substance, use and function, traditions,
technology and management systems, setting and location, language and other forms of
intangible heritage, spirit and feelings.

The principle of authenticity is met under the following circumstances:
i.  Notreconstructing sites that are no longer extant.
ii. Making the parts of a site that have been repaired or restored distinguishable.

iii. Keeping detailed archival records of the restoration process and providing permanent
signage indicating the date of intervention.

iv. Conserving a site in situ.

Article 11

Integrity. Integrity derives from preserving the entirety and full range of a heritage
site’s values, including those embodied in the physical fabric and setting. Sites evolve
over the course of history and significant features and physical remnants from a site’s
different periods should be respected.

Commentary:

Integrity is the preservation of all the significant components that reveal a site’s values.

Heritage sites have multiple values. These values are not only revealed through a site’s
ruins or structural remnants, but also through related elements such as spatial layout,
roads and lanes, natural or landscaped settings, associated heritage components and
intangible heritage. Since conservation of a heritage site is the conservation of all its
values, the significant elements that reveal these values should be conserved.

The area and buffer zone of the site should be sufficiently large to include all aspects of its
values, as well as eliminate negative impacts that surrounding activities might have on the
site and its setting.

Integrity includes dimensions of both time and space. Space encompasses all the
important components that are relevant to the values; time comprises all significant
physical remnants created over the course of the site’s history.

Integrity requires the conservation of all the elements that reveal the entirety of a site’s
values. Some of these elements may be part of the site itself; others may be expressed
through the setting. All these need to be conserved whether it be through identification
and determination of the place as a heritage site, the writing of a conservation master
plan, or during the process of management and conservation. The significance of
changes to the site over time and their vestiges and traces need to be assessed, and if
determined to be significant, conserved.

Attention should be paid to recording and conserving the various layers and periods
at archaeological sites and ruins. A master plan should demarcate the extent of
archaeological ruins so as to conserve the site in its entirety.




Intangible cultural heritage and cultural traditions that are directly associated with a site
must be respected and conserved.

Article 12

Minimal intervention. Intervention to a heritage site should be restricted to the
minimum necessary to ensure its preservation. Preventive conservation measures
should be undertaken to reduce the need for interventions.

Commentary:

Conservation of a heritage site is an intervention into its natural lifespan that alters its
condition. The main goals of conservation and management measures are to preserve a
site’s existing condition and to slow deterioration. Intervention should be restricted to the
minimum required to ensure protection. Excessive interventions must be avoided as these
may affect the values of a site as well as its historic and cultural information.

A heritage site needs continuous maintenance and conservation. Conservation measures
should not compromise future treatment.

Apart from routine maintenance, there should be no intervention on parts of a building
or site that are not at imminent risk of damage. When intervention is required it should be
applied where it is most needed.

Preventive conservation is the use of technical measures such as physical protection and
strengthening, as well as management measures, to diminish the possibility of damage
from disasters or reduce the amount of repair needed should a disaster occur.

Article 13

Cultural traditions. When a heritage site’s values depend on the continuation of
associated cultural traditions, consideration needs to be given to preserving these
traditions along with the site itself.

Commentary:

Conservation of a heritage site may also involve conservation of cultural diversity.
Sites may be places where traditional activities are still practiced or may be associated
with special ways of production, life-styles or other intangible cultural heritage. These
traditions, means of production, ways of life and intangible cultural heritage are important
values of a site. Their continuation should be encouraged. Conservation of heritage sites
should enable these types of traditional activities, production, ways of life and intangible
heritage to adapt to the needs of contemporary life while maintaining their vitality.

Article 14

Appropriate technology. The use of appropriate conservation technology refers to
technology that is tried and proven and is beneficial to the long-term preservation
of a site. Evidence of original technology and historic materials should be conserved.
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Traditional craftsmanship that contributes to the site’s long-term preservation
should be maintained. New materials and techniques may only be used after they
have been tested and proven effective, and should not be detrimental or cause long-
term damage. Conservation measures should not preclude future interventions and
should be reversible when conditions permit.

Commentary:

Appropriate conservation technology is one that will not damage or be detrimental to a
site, while providing an effective solution to problems, preventing potential threats, and
improving the state of preservation.

Heritage sites were constructed and restored using technology and craftsmanship
available to meet the needs at that particular period in history. Evidence of the technology
that has survived may be important for revealing the values of a site.

The development of new technologies provides additional possibilities for the
conservation of a heritage site. Heritage is a non-renewable resource; therefore, before
new technology is used, it must be tried and proven, including a period of testing in situ,
which must demonstrate that it is not damaging or detrimental and is effective in treating
the problem. All added components should be distinguishable and must be documented
in the site’s archives.

Conservation technology measures should not prevent future intervention from being
undertaken. Reversible measures should be used as far as possible so that should better
technology become available the original treatment may be reversed without detriment to
the site’s values.

Article 15

Disaster preparedness. Disaster prevention and preparedness requires a timely
understanding and elimination, where possible, of threats. A comprehensive
assessment of threats to a site and people should be undertaken and response plans
developed to minimize damage should a disaster occur. Training in how to carry out
these plans should be offered to relevant individuals.

Commentary:

Disasters can cause the most damage and destruction to a site. Damage can be reduced to
a minimum through preventive and timely and appropriate response measures. Prevention
refers to taking measures to eliminate threats. A professional organization should
undertake an assessment of the likelihood of a disaster occurring and devise a disaster
mitigation and response plan. Site management should act to remove threats, for example,
removal or the strengthening and stabilization of dangerous rocks and unstable slopes.
Physical protection and stabilization should be undertaken to avoid or reduce damage
and destruction from a natural disaster or secondary damage due to disaster response
actions. Equipment needed to deal with a disaster, such as lightning conductor rods and
fire-fighting equipment, should be regularly upgraded. Potential man-made disasters and
damage can be avoided or prevented through formulating and implementing rules and
regulations, improving security monitoring and public education. Site management should
draw up a contingency plan to deal with disasters and everybody associated with the site,
including managers, staff, and the local community, should have a basic understanding of
this plan. Regular disaster response drills should be held.




Chapter 3 Conservation and Management
Process

Article 16

Conservation and management process. The conservation and management
process involves six steps undertaken in the following order:

(1) identification and investigation; (2) assessment; (3) formal proclamation as an
officially protected site and its level of protection; (4) preparation of a conservation
master plan; (5) implementation of the master plan; and (6) periodic review of the
plan and its implementation.

Commentary:

Conservation and management must be undertaken in accordance with the relevant laws
and technical standards and should not result in damage to a site. Site conservation and
management are both complex and interdisciplinary, and require a holistic approach.
Following the steps of the process ensures that conservation will accord with the law and
meet technical standards, and be feasible, technically appropriate and effective.

Flow Chart of the Conservation Process

1. Investigation
- Identification and investigation
- Survey and inventory
- Investigation of selected places
- Detailed investigation
- Collection of documentary materials

v

2. Research and Assessment 3. Implementation of the Four
- Values <—| Legal Prerequisites
> . Existing condition —»| « Demarcation of site boundaries
- Management context and buffer zone
# - Erection of an official plaque
« Creation of an archive for records
4. Determination of Objectives and - Establishment of a management
Drawing up the Conservation organization
Master Plan
» Objectives T
« Conservation measures -< Day-to-Day
« Use Management
« Interpretation
- Management

v

5. Implementation of Master Plan
- Draft intervention measures
« Determine actions
« Survey and design
» Review

6. Periodic Review of Master Plan
and Action Plans \
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Each step of the conservation process forms the basis for the subsequent step. Review of
each step by a committee of experts must be followed. The committee should comprise
professionals with both theoretical background and hands-on experience in the relevant
fields. The committee’s recommendations then become the basis upon which government
approves a project and its implementation plan. Site management is responsible for the
implementation.

Article 17

Identification and investigation: The process of identification and investigation of
heritage sites comprises a national level survey and inventory, an investigation of
selected sites in greater depth, and a detailed investigation of the most significant
ones. These investigations must examine all historic vestiges and traces and
relevant extant documentation, as well as the immediate setting. Survey should be
undertaken at archaeological sites to determine the site boundaries and state of
preservation.

Commentary:

Identification and investigation of historic places is the most basic work in the
conservation process. This comprises a general survey and inventory of all historic sites,
an in-depth investigation of selected sites, a detailed investigation of specific sites and a
thematic investigation. The extent of investigation, standardized recording formats to be
employed, and the topographical and cross-sectional drawings to be collected or made
will depend on the requirements of each stage. Whenever possible, advanced specialized
equipment should be used to carry out the investigations. Although the survey process
should target mainly physical remains, special care should also be taken to include the
following elements:

i.  The existing condition of the natural or cultural landscape and its changes through
history.

ii. Traces that remain of important historic events and major natural disasters.

iii. Evidence of persons who designed and constructed the original site, sources of
building materials, and past owners or occupants.

iv. History of interventions and adaptations to the site.
v.  Historic ruins that originally had special social significance.
vi. Associated artifacts and inscriptions.

vii. Associated historic and cultural traditions.

Article 18

Assessment: Assessment consists of determining the values of a site, its threats and
state of preservation, and its management context, as well as the status of research,
presentation and interpretation, and use. Assessment includes both the site and its
setting and should be based on site inspection, excavation, and research.




Commentary:

Assessment is investigation and research into a site, its history and culture. Assessment
of a site’s values, state of preservation and management context should be undertaken.
Assessment includes identifying or establishing:

i.  The main values of the site.
ii. Adequacy of the current understanding and research on the site.
iii. Present threats to the site.

iv. Effectiveness of protection provided by current conservation and management
measures.

v. Whether presentation and interpretation of values are sufficient to understand the
site.

vi. Whether current use maximizes social benefit while ensuring protection.

Assessment of heritage values in conjunction with textual research should be related to
the physical remains of the site. Assessment must be based on detailed research from
which conclusions can be drawn.

Article 19

Formal proclamation. Sites are managed by government according to their level
of protection as determined through an assessment of significance. Each level
of government (national, provincial, and local) should expeditiously proclaim a
list of protected sites under its jurisdiction. Officially protected sites must ensure
that boundaries are demarcated, a plaque erected declaring the site’s status as an
officially protected entity, archives and records maintained and supplemented, and a
dedicated organization established or person appointed to manage the site. A buffer
zone should be established around the site’s boundary to control development and
production activities.

Commentary:

Government at different levels is responsible for the effective conservation of heritage
sites under its jurisdiction. Protecting all levels of heritage based on the assessment of
significance is important.

It is the responsibility of the local government heritage agency to apply for official listing
as a protected site. Sites worthy of preservation but not officially listed should also be
treated as protected entities and be registered and announced. Listed heritage sites must
maintain archives that include background and general information, dates of construction
and later interventions, associated contents or components, survey maps, diagrams,
photographs and relevant historical documentation. A dedicated site organization should
be established to manage the site. Sites that are not very large may have a custodian
appointed to protect them. All elements and components that reflect a site’s values must
be within its boundaries. A buffer zone is the space between a site’s boundary and the
areas where development is permitted. Buffer zones should reduce the pressure on a site
caused by development and can be classified into different levels depending on needs.
Sites that require control over development owing to a special setting or landscape may

59




60

P B X OB OHF T R OFOE N

Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China

also demarcate special buffer zones to protect the natural landscape and environment.

The boundaries of a site and its buffer zone should become part of the local government’s
urban and rural development plan.

A plaque proclaiming the site’s officially protected status as well as signage should be
erected to give an overview of the values, history and other background information.

Article 20

Master planning: Local government shall assign master plan preparation to a
suitably qualified professional organization. The master plan should conform to
relevant industry standards. The organization entrusted to write the plan should
work with professionals from relevant disciplines. Organizations and professionals
responsible for archaeological work should also participate in the writing of plans for
archaeological sites.

Site management staff should participate in the writing of the plan and be familiar
with its contents. Stakeholders should take part in the planning process and should
be aware the plan’s contents. During the plan’s drafting the public should be given
an opportunity to provide feedback.

The master plan for a site should be linked to local government plans. After
promulgation, conservation master plans are legally binding.

Commentary:

A conservation master plan is a comprehensive working document for everything relating
to the conservation, management, research, presentation and interpretation, and use of
the site and is the basis for all conservation work undertaken.

The development of a site’s master plan should be undertaken according to a prescribed
process that includes detailed investigation and survey, the compilation of all materials
relating to the site, assessment of the values and condition, and analysis of existing
issues together with the development of methods and plans that provide solutions to
these problems. The master plan should demarcate or adjust the boundaries of the areas
to be protected and the buffer zone to ensure the site’s protection, authenticity and
integrity. Master plans for archaeological sites must demarcate areas where there may be
extant buried remains and develop management specifications. Sites whose setting and
landscape require protection may establish special buffer zones. Such zones are similar to
a general buffer zone and should become part of the local government’s plans.

The master plan should also take into consideration the need to provide protective
facilities for security, and firefighting including protection against lightning strikes. Also to
be considered are facilities for presentation and interpretation of a site. If a use exists for
a site that is appropriate and is beneficial, a sub-plan should be drawn up which specifies
the type and degree of usage. Sites that are open to visitors should establish the maximum
visitor capacity based on a scientific methodology and a visitor management sub-plan
should be developed.

Local plans that relate to a heritage site, such as development plans, should comply
with the site’s conservation master plan. The master plan should be linked to the local
government’s urban and rural development plan and should give consideration to the
relationship with the local community and the development of the local economy.




Local government and site management should jointly implement the master plan.
The basis for bringing about effective implementation of a master plan and genuine
improvement in the conservation and management level of a heritage site lies in both
local government and site managers having a thorough understanding of the plan. The
professional organization entrusted with writing the plan should undertake extensive
consultations with site management and all stakeholders during the plan’s drafting
process. Management should also be proactive in participating in all stages of the plan’s
development.

Heritage sites are a commonwealth of society. The public should have a basic
understanding of the conservation of a site and has the right to scrutinize and comment
on its conservation and management. The general public should be made aware of the
main contents of the plan and their comments and recommendations should be sought.

All officially protected sites must go through the process of developing a master plan.
Once the appropriate legal procedures have been completed and a master plan approved,
it becomes a legally binding document and the basis for the administration, management
and all conservation of the site. The format of a master plan should conform with official
requirements for the writing of master plans.

Article 21

Implementation. Approved master plans should be made public. Local government
has primary responsibility to ensure that legal requirements are adhered to by site
management, which is responsible for implementing work programs specified in
the plan. Master plans are realized through the implementation of sub-plans, which
should be developed for conservation projects, visitor management, presentation
and interpretation, and education, as well as archaeological research and treatment
of the setting. Sub-plans written for major conservation interventions must be
developed by qualified professional organizations, comply with relevant technical
standards, and be reviewed by a committee of experts with appropriate specialist
background.

Commentary:

Once a master plan is approved and made public, its substance should be incorporated
into both the local urban and rural development plan as well as the economic and social
development plan. Government at the relevant level must make budget provision for
its implementation and ensure adequate staffing. Success in the plan’s implementation
should be a criterion for evaluating government’s performance.

Site management should implement work programs specified in the master plan according
to a defined timetable and request qualified professional organizations to develop sub-
plans. Sub-plans should be developed for interventions to the site’s physical fabric,
treatment of the setting, security, fire prevention, presentation and interpretation, use,
and archaeological investigation. Sub-plans should also be developed for alterations
to existing infrastructure and new construction as well as promotional and educational
activities concerning the significance of the site.

Conservation projects specified in the master plan must strictly abide by established
regulations as well as relevant professional and industry standards.
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Article 22

Periodic review. Site management is responsible for regular review of a master
plan and its implementation. The government entity at the appropriate level of the
heritage site should oversee the implementation and encourage public scrutiny of
the plan’s implementation through inquiries and feedback. If there are significant
changes to the condition and values of a site or its setting from the original
assessment, local government should authorize a qualified organization to revise
those elements in the plan after reassessment and evaluation. The revised master
plan should go through the same approval process as the original.

Commentary:

Periodic review is an important measure in the implementation of a master plan and
in verifying the effectiveness of its implementation. It is also the most fundamental
method that the responsible government entity can use to monitor and support the
implementation of the master plan, as well as to improve the site’s overall level of
conservation and management.

Periodic review examines the progress of implementation, the effectiveness of the
projects, as well as how to overcome problems that have prevented completion of any
work prescribed in the master plan.

As the commonwealth of society, the public has the right and an obligation to scrutinize
the conservation of heritage sites. Government should encourage public interest in the
plan’s implementation and should give prompt responses to public enquiries as well as
provide progress reports.

Periodic review should be informed by the monitoring systems established at the site.

During the implementation of a master plan or when a significant phase of work has been
completed, a review should be undertaken to see whether there are issues with that phase
so that the master plan may be revised or adjusted.

Article 23

Site management. Management is fundamental to the conservation of heritage
sites. The role of site management is to understand, promote and protect the site’s
values through providing long-term planning and vision, establishing policies
and regulations, coordinating activities among departments, identifying and
taking action to eliminate potential threats, controlling development in the buffer
zones, liaising with stakeholders and local community, providing site staff with
educational and training opportunities, regular maintenance of the site, providing
quality exhibitions and interpretation, collecting and compiling archival documents,
managing tourism, providing security, and ensuring sources of finance.

Commentary:

Management is the coordination and organization of operations for the purpose of the
conservation of the site and the realization of its values. It includes development of
conservation goals, rules and regulations, organization of research, interpretation of
values, implementation of conservation and monitoring, management of tourism and
building a team of highly competent personnel.




Site managers should stipulate rules and regulations codes of conduct for staff and visitors
based on the relevant laws and regulations and site conditions.

An important aspect of management is to organize the development and implementation
of the site’s master plan, its conservation interventions, monitoring safety as well as early
identification and elimination of threats to ensure preservation.

Site management must oversee the demarcation of boundaries and the erection of an
official plaque declaring the site a protected entity, designate a dedicated management
organization, and maintain archival records.

Site managers are responsible for all activities undertaken within the site boundaries and
monitoring development in the buffer zone. Management should ensure that the official
plaque is maintained in good condition as a symbol of respect. Archive records need to be
updated on an ongoing basis.

In order to ensure site and visitor safety and a quality visitor experience, management
should improve the distribution and flow of visitors based on the site’s carrying capacity as
determined in the master plan.

Adequate funding is essential for a site’s conservation. Management should ensure that
conservation programs outlined in the master plan are developed in sufficient detail for
funding applications. Applications for funding should be made to government in a timely
manner. Management should also seek funding from NGOs, organizations and individuals.

Archive records should be collected, collated and maintained in accordance with state
laws and regulations on archives. However, for heritage sites, there must be at least five
categories of records, namely, compilations of historical documents, survey reports on
the existing condition, files on conservation interventions, records of monitoring and
inspection, records on the management of public access.

Requirements for the collection of historical documents are as follows:

I.  Historical texts provide evidence and therefore need to be collected; duplication of
content is acceptable, but abridgment of documents is not permitted.

ii. Historical records should not be judged solely on the basis of present criteria of
authenticity, nor should current understanding alone be used to distinguish between
what is genuine and what is false.

iii. Great care should be taken in the interpretation and annotation of historical texts.
Only technical annotations should be made and not value judgments about what may
be correct or wrong.

Survey reports on the existing condition of a site should include:

i. A report on the environment, including meteorological, hydrological, geological,
and topographical information as well as material on pollution sources, the state of
ecology, distribution of vegetation cover, and animal activity in the area.

ii.  All records of investigation into the site, no matter how brief.

iii. All evidence and deliberative material used to authenticate the site’s historic and
existing condition.

iv. Results of examination of the condition before each conservation intervention, with
focus on analysis of the stability of the structure and materials, and conclusions drawn
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Vi.

vii.

from surveys of major damage to the site.
Inventory of associated contents.

Topographical maps of the setting, plans of the overall site, and elevation and cross-
sectional drawings.

Photographs, video recordings and other audiovisual materials.

Documentation of major conservation interventions should primarily satisfy the
requirements of the central government regarding construction and engineering projects.
At the same time, in accordance with the special requirements of heritage conservation,
the following relevant material should be added:

Vi.

\"

A survey report of the existing condition.

A research and assessment report.

An evaluation report on the proposed plan.

Records of repairs, replacements, additions, and removals.
Records of special technologies and implementation methods
Reports of experiments conducted on-site or in laboratories.

Photographs, video recordings and other audiovisual materials.

Inspection and monitoring records should include:

iv.

Instrumental monitoring records and routine records of visual inspection of parts of a
site that are liable to become deformed, cracked, displaced or damaged.

Records of regular inspections of safety equipment and installations such as fire-
fighting equipment, lightning rods, flood prevention measures, and techniques used
to stabilize slopes.

Observation records on the effects of visitors and other social factors on the site and
its setting.

Monitoring records on environment.

Visitor management records include:

V.

Statistics on the number and composition of visitors (age, level of education, and
profession) and frequency of visitation.

Compilation and analysis, by each visitor category, of visitor comments and reactions
to the site.

Records of discussions and research undertaken by scholars at the site, as well as
relevant publications that pertain to the site and visitation.

Investigative analyses of the social factors influencing conservation.

Analysis of economic benefits.




Chapter 4 Conservation Measures

Article 24

Conservation measures. Conservation measures refer to technical interventions
and treatments to protect, stabilize or restore a site and its setting. These include
regular maintenance and monitoring, strengthening and stabilization measures,
repair, protective structures, relocation, and treatment of the setting. Technical
interventions should go through project design and associated approval processes
prior to implementation. All technical and management interventions should
be documented and archived. Related surveying, research, monitoring, and
intervention reports should be made public and published by the responsible
government entity.

Commentary:

Conservation measures are direct or indirect interventions to slow or arrest processes of
deterioration; however, they are unable to recover lost or damaged historic information,
while inappropriate conservation measures may exacerbate existing damage.

Prior to any technical interventions an application must be submitted for approval.
Assessment of the need for technical interventions and their feasibility should be
undertaken. After a project has been approved, detailed and extensive surveying and
research should be undertaken to develop an action plan that also needs to be reviewed
and approved prior to implementation. Rigorous quality control and a system that ensures
the interventions will be effective must be established before commencement of work. If
any new major issues are identified during implementation work should stop, the plan be
revised and resubmitted for approval.

During the project tendering process, priority should be given to the use of appropriate
and safe technology; a plan must not be selected only based on cost.

Conservation measures must undergo extensive and detailed investigation, research,
testing and evaluation and only those proven to be effective and safe may be used.

Project design and implementation requires specialist knowledge and experience and
therefore should be undertaken by qualified professional organizations.

Implementation and the outcome of conservation measures generates important
experience. Publishing reports or making them public is a way of reviewing and
exchanging practical experience among professionals, and is also beneficial to the
research and dissemination of conservation technology and the development of heritage
conservation in general.

Article 25

Maintenance and monitoring. Maintenance and monitoring is fundamental to
the conservation of heritage sites. Maintenance is the timely removal of potential
problems that could cause damage or deterioration and also ensures it is kept clean
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and orderly. A maintenance program should be established and implemented at
every heritage site.

Site monitoring is fundamental to understanding the processes of deterioration,
as well as to identifying potential problems. Problems that cannot be dealt with
through maintenance should be monitored regularly, documented, and collated.
Monitoring data should be analyzed and become the basis for carrying out
further conservation measures. Management should include costs associated with
maintenance and monitoring in the site’s annual budget.

Commentary:

There are many ways of carrying out site monitoring, including regular patrols and
inspections by staff and instrumental recording.

Inspection and monitoring records should include the following:

i.  Records of instrumental monitoring and regular in situ inspections of site components
that may have become deformed, cracked, been displaced or damaged.

ii. Records of regular inspections of protective apparatus and installations for fire-
fighting, lightning strikes, flood prevention, and slope stabilization.

iii. Records of observations of the impact on the site and setting of visitation and other
societal activities.

iv. Environmental quality monitoring records.

Maintenance refers to measures taken on a regular basis or in a timely manner, based on
monitoring, to eliminate any potential problems that could lead to further deterioration.
Examples of maintenance include the timely repair of roof tiles, the removal of weeds and
vegetation that may negatively impact the site, ensuring that drainage and fire-fighting
equipment is in good working order and maintaining the cleanliness of the site and its
setting.

Maintenance is done on a routine basis and generally does not require the commissioning
of a professional organization to write a special plan. However, rules and regulations
should be drawn up which make explicit basic maintenance operations and requirements
to avoid damage to the site through inappropriate actions.

When drawing up a site’s budget, site management should include costs associated with
maintenance and monitoring needs. Local government and entities responsible for cultural
heritage should provide adequate financial support.

Article 26

Stabilization measures. Stabilization and strengthening measures are direct
interventions to prevent further deterioration or damage. Measures such as
grouting, repointing or structural reinforcement are undertaken to a structure or its
components when prevention has not been effective in solving the problem. These
measures must be based on results of assessment and eliminate structural problems
while not adversely affecting the site’s physical fabric.




Commentary:

Stabilization and strengthening are measures to support or strengthen structures or
components that are unsafe in order to return them to a safe condition. These measures
are commonly used on a site’s physical components and therefore attention should be paid
to avoid new damage due to redistribution of stresses. When additional support is needed
consideration should be given to the impact on a site’s overall appearance. Permanent
stabilization and strengthening interventions should have signage identifying them as
such to avoid public misunderstanding.

The extent and impact of strengthening and stabilizing measures should be limited to a
minimum.

Protective substances such as coatings and grouts that are applied to a surface or injected
to strengthen a damaged section should comply with the following requirements:

i. Because the composition and manufacturing processes for protective substances
are frequently modified and because of the complexity of the original materials and
components requiring protection, alternative materials should be compared and
thoroughly evaluated to avoid any harm to the original fabric.

ii. All protective and strengthening materials and application techniques must first be
tested and proven in a laboratory before in situ testing. Only after a period of at least
one year of in situ testing and after results that are believed to be completely reliable
is it permitted to extend the area of application.

iii. All testing and applications of protective substances must be subject to appropriate
scientific evaluation resulting in periodic written reports.

When a site or its setting is suddenly faced with a serious threat and emergency
strengthening measures are needed, use of reversible measures is preferred so that once
the emergency situation is resolved further stabilization or repairs may be undertaken.

Article 27

Minor and major restoration. Minor restoration most frequently involves rectifying
components that are deformed, displaced or collapsed, repairing damaged elements,
and removing additions that have been assessed as inappropriate. Detailed
documentation records should be kept of elements that are removed or added and
those that have been added should be distinguishable from original fabric.

Major restoration is an intervention involving the most impact to original fabric. It
includes returning a structure to a stable condition and also repair or replacement
of damaged and key missing components. The decision to repair traditional wooden
architecture through complete disassembly and reassembly should be taken
with caution. All problems revealed in the course of disassembly and reassembly
should be rectified. Restoration should, as far as possible, preserve the structures,
components, and vestiges and traces of periods judged to have value. There needs
to be ample evidence to justify restoration.

If the protection of associated contents cannot be assured during restoration, they
may be temporarily dismantled and removed and reinstated after restoration.
Heritage sites that have been damaged during a natural or human-made disaster
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may only be restored, provided sufficient evidence is available, once the disaster has
past.

Minor and major restoration may also be categorized as repair of a building.
Commentary:

The aim of minor and major restoration is to remedy endangered structures, to
repair damaged components and to reinstate a site’s historic condition. Both types of
intervention should conform to the following principles:

i.  Original components should be retained as far as possible. Damaged components that
can be repaired should be used rather than be replaced by new ones. Components
that are extremely old, or are the result of a rare or unusual construction technique
and have special significance must not be replaced. They may only be strengthened
and stabilized, or when necessary, repaired.

ii. Itis permissible to add a small number of new components to relieve stress in cases
where the original structure is unsafe or where earlier interventions have made it so.

iii. In undertaking repair, it is not permissible to redo decorative painting for new or
cosmetic purposes. Decorative painting on wooden architectural surfaces that is
rare and valuable because of its age or design should only be treated by protective
measures.

iv. Any technique and material that is beneficial to the conservation of a site may be
considered for use after rigorous testing and evaluation, but traditional techniques
and materials of special value must be retained.

Minor restoration of historic condition covers two categories of intervention: first, the
return of endangered structures or components to a stable and safe historic condition;
and second, the removal of later added structures and components assessed as having no
value. Treatment for the above conditions must comply with the following principles:

i. Deformed, collapsed, or misplaced components should be restored to their historic
condition while not disturbing the overall structure; however, later additions with no
significance should be removed.

ii. When restoring a site to a safe and stable historic condition, it is permissible to repair
or add a minimum of new fabric; however, it is not permissible to replace old fabric or
add large quantities of new fabric.

iii. Preference should be given to the use of traditional techniques.

iv. Remnants of different historical periods that have significance should be retained as
far as possible. There is no need to strive for uniformity in style or appearance.

Major restoration constitutes the greatest intervention on physical remains. Survey
and design work must be done with great attention to detail; the inherent historical
information in the existing condition of a site must be carefully considered; and procedures
for evaluation by experts and for approval must be rigorously followed.

Major restoration should conform to the following principles:

i.  Major restoration through complete disassembly of a structure should be avoided as
far as possible; instead, other types of intervention should be encouraged to make
the entire structure safe and stable. Partial or complete disassembly is permissible




only when the main structure is seriously deformed or its main components have
been badly damaged or reinstatement to a safe and stable condition is not possible
without disassembly. Restoration through disassembly should result in the removal of
all unsafe elements and should ensure that no further treatment is needed for a long
time.

ii. During major restoration, it is permitted to reinforce a structure, to use strengthening
substances, and to replace damaged components. New additions to the original
structure should be in places that are hidden from view, and replaced components
should be marked with the date.

iii. In principle, remaining vestiges and traces of fabric or components from different
periods should be retained. If these cannot be retained in total, those components
that have been assessed as highly significant should be preserved. Samples should be
kept of elements that are removed, and their removal should be recorded in the site
archives.

iv. Major restoration allows for the reinstatement of lost parts of a site, where
appropriate, in order to return it to historic condition. Restoration to historic condition
must be based on indisputable extant physical remains. Conjectural reconstruction
based solely on documentary records is not permitted. On the determination of
experts, it is permissible to reinstate a small number of missing components by
referencing examples of the same period, type, and regional origin and by using
the same materials. The added fabric must be labeled with the date of replacement.
Damaged carvings, clay sculptures, mural paintings, rare and valuable decorative
painting on wooden architectural surfaces, and other artworks must be protected
in their existing condition to prevent any further deterioration. It is not necessary to
restore such works to their original completeness.

v.  When the overall layout of building ensembles is still basically intact, restoration may
be considered by reconstructing a small number of missing buildings as a means
of conserving the overall integrity of the complex, but only when there is sufficient
documentation and visual evidence. The physical architectural remains of the site
such as footings must be protected and they must not be altered or damaged. The
project may only go ahead once plans have been reviewed by a panel of specialists
and determined to be appropriate and all legal approvals have been given. The
reconstructed structure must be able to be dismantled but its dismantling must not
alter or damage the site’s remains such as footings.

Article 28

Protective structures. Protective structures are used to ensure the preservation of
a site and the protection of people. This is a preventive measure to address natural
and human causes of deterioration to a site. Protective structures, such as shelters
for archaeological sites, may be helpful in preventing or reducing the need for
direct intervention. Buildings used for security or other equipment or the storage of
artifacts may also be considered as protective structures. Construction or adaptation
of such facilities needs to be undertaken according to the master plan and approved
implementation plan. They should have minimal impact on the site and its setting.

Commentary:

The construction of protective structures on a site should take into consideration that
changes to the structure may be needed in the future. Permanent solutions should not
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be undertaken in haste and should not prevent future implementation of more effective
protection measures. The installation of these structures must not change or damage what
it is designed to protect.

When it is necessary to erect a protective structure on a site, it should be used only on
those parts most in danger. The structure should be unobtrusive and, as far as possible,
allow the site’s original physical characteristics to be retained.

The addition of a protective structure should comply with the following principles:

i.  The purpose of adding protective structures to a site should be to alleviate danger to
areas at risk. A structure should be as simple as possible and reversible.

ii. If a protective structure is added in an environment where there is risk of natural
disasters such as floods, landslides, and sandstorms, it should be designed to
withstand these forces over the long term.

A protective structures should comply with the following principles:

i.  The primary consideration in the design and function of such a building or shelter is
its protective function.

ii. Protective buildings or shelters must not damage a site and should have minimal
impact on the setting.

iii. The form of protective structures should be simple and plain nor should it blindly
replicate an ancient style.

iv. A protective structure should be able to be dismantled or renewed if necessary
without causing damage to the site.

v. The decision to construct a protective structure should take into consideration long
term maintenance needs and costs.

Installations used for firefighting and security and to prevent lightning strikes should also
be regarded as protective facilities. If it is not possible to use a site’s existing structures
to house security equipment, store artifacts and other apparatus, there may be a need
to construct a new building. Options for the siting of a building should be drawn up in
compliance with the master plan. A thorough assessment of the impact of the proposed
building on the site and its setting in the various plans should be undertaken and
compared. The plan with the least impact on the site and its setting should be selected.

Article 29

Relocation. Moving a site to a new location is a rare intervention, subject to strict
controls and special approval. The decision to relocate a site must be based on
substantial justification; this type of intervention is not permitted merely to facilitate
tourism or sight-seeing. Relocation of a site must be deliberated on by a panel of
experts and then approved in accordance with the law before implementation. The
historic condition and the process of relocation should be thoroughly recorded and
archived.




Commentary:

Relocation of a site involves the same degree of complexity as major restoration and
should comply with the following principles:

i. Itslocation is required for an especially important development project.

ii. Protection in situ is difficult because of changes to the natural setting or because it
has proved impossible to counter the effects of natural disasters.

iii. Historic remains have become isolated, have lost their historic context and as such are
very difficult to conserve in situ.

iv. The nature of the structure allows it be moved without serious harm.

The new setting where a site will be located should be as similar as possible in character to
the original setting.

Unsafe elements in the original structure must be eliminated on relocation and the
structure returned to its historic condition based on conclusive evidence.

Relocation should conserve historical information from all periods and avoid as much
as possible replacing components that have significance. Information about the original
location should be displayed at the relocated site.

Only existing fabric should be relocated. It is not permitted to create new buildings in a
traditional style on the pretext of restoring a site, based solely on documentation or an
oral account.

Article 30

Treatment of the setting. This is a comprehensive measure to protect a site, reveal its
historic condition, and ensure its appropriate use. This mainly involves modification,
removal or purchase of structures that adversely affect the landscape in the
protected area, removal of hazardous accumulated debris, restrictions on activities
that may harm the site, and prevention of environmental pollution. Modern
landscaping should avoid any damage and visual intrusions and respect the historic
features of the site and its setting through measures such as the use of indigenous
vegetation.

Commentary:
Three factors affect the quality of the setting of sites:

i.  Natural phenomena, including storms, floods, earthquakes, soil, water and wind
erosion, and sand and dust.

ii. Societal factors, which may include vibrations from development and other activities
in the surrounding area, waste water, air pollution, traffic congestion, problems with
local law and order, and the accumulation of debris.

iii. Impacts on the landscape such as structures that are obtrusive or impinge on lines of
sight.
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The following works should have priority in order to address those natural factors that
could lead to damage or harm:

i. Establishment of systems to monitor environmental quality and hazards. A
comprehensive set of indices should be established to monitor the quality of the
environment. Well focused research needs to be undertaken on this topic.

ii. Creation of a sub-plan for treatment of the setting and ensuring adequate funds for
this purpose.

iii. Drawing up an emergency disaster response plan and providing rescue facilities and
equipment.

iv. Treatment of the setting should begin with the elimination of structures and
accumulated rubbish within the designated protected. Treatment and maintenance of
the setting should be implemented in a planned manner according to a specific sub-
plan under the site’s master plan.

v. Harmful societal factors should be treated in a comprehensive manner. Industrial
and transportation facilities that threaten a site must be relocated. Comprehensive
treatment measures should be undertaken to eliminate sources of pollution.

vi. Serious pollution that has already caused damage must be brought under control by
administrative measures in cooperation with the relevant authorities.

vii. In the case of traffic problems, local disputes, or problems with local law and order,
the issues should be dealt with in cooperation and partnership with the public.

viii. Aspects of a landscape that may reduce the values of a site should be addressed
through analysis and discussion among professionals.

ix. Improvements to the landscape and setting, after assessment has been undertaken,
include clearing of structures and accumulated debris.

X.  Visual catchments should be demarcated within the site’s protected area based on
analysis, discussion, debate and assessment. Restrictions on the height, color and
form of structures within the visual catchment should be clearly stipulated. The
master plan and the local government’s urban and rural development plans are the
means through which a visual catchment may be protected.

Article 31

Architectural painting. Conservation of architectural painting on wooden structures
may require minor or major restoration based on scientific analysis and assessment
of the period, iconography, style, original material, techniques, rarity, and causes of
deterioration together with an assessment of significance and condition.

The objective of conservation of architectural painting is to preserve as much of the
original as possible, using appropriate stabilization and strengthening measures.
Priority should be given to preserving historic decorative painting; however, where
re-painting is deemed necessary after assessment, the original design must be
respected and original techniques and materials used as far as possible. Each stage
of the work must be documented in detail and samples of decorative painting of




particular significance that cannot be conserved in situ should be archived after
conservation treatment.

Commentary:

Architectural painting on historic wooden building performs multiple functions, such
as displaying its status, expressing significance or aesthetic taste, as well as acting as a
protective coating for the wooden substrate. Historic architectural painting should be
preserved as far as possible.

Architectural painting functions as a protective material and therefore repainting may be
undertaken if deemed necessary after analysis and assessment of the existing condition. If
repainting is undertaken samples of original painting should be kept of those sections that
cannot be preserved in situ as a reference for repainting and for presentation. Repainting
must be based on an analysis of the original materials and techniques and must be
undertaken according to historic form, iconography, style, materials and techniques. If
current paintings are determined to be modern or contemporary adaptations, and new
painting is needed for the integrity of the site, its design must be based on both definite,
ample and detailed documentary evidence as well as any remnants of the extant historic
paintings. Design needs to be assessed for approval prior to implementation. The process
of conservation and reinstatement of the paintings must be thoroughly documented and
kept in the site’s archives.

Article 32

Wall paintings. Measures for effective conservation of wall paintings in grottoes,
temples, and tombs requires thorough research, analysis and testing of treatment
methods prior to implementation. Preventive measures should always take priority.
Strengthening and stabilization treatments may be required but must be the
result of clear understanding of the causes of deterioration. Restoration is not an
appropriate intervention for wall paintings as it destroys their authenticity. Removal
and relocation of wall paintings should only be considered if conservation in their
original setting is not possible.

Commentary:

Wall paintings tend to be located in complex environments. Dedicated research on causes
of deterioration is needed so that an appropriate conservation plan can be drawn up. For
the conservation of wall paintings ongoing deterioration should be given priority.

Wall paintings are unique works of art and have important historic and artistic values. It
is difficult to recreate the original artistic values of wall paintings through reinstatement
of lost areas. Conservators undertaking reinstatement may also be subjective in their
approach, which would impact the authenticity. Reinstatement of wall paintings in areas
where there is loss should therefore be avoided.

Article 33

Painted statuary. Priority should be given to ensuring structural stability and
protection of statuary. Measures used to conserve statuary must be proven effective
through research, analysis and trials. Care should be taken to preserve decoration
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from different periods, thus avoiding privileging presentation of one particular
period and losing information from other periods.

Commentary:

Ensuring structural safety is the most fundamental condition required for the conservation
of painted statuary.

Statuary should as far as possible be conserved in situ. Relocation for conservation is
allowed only when protection in the original setting is not possible.

Statuary may often have undergone redecoration many times over its lifetime. Research,
analysis, assessment and documentation should be undertaken on all periods of
redecoration. The focus should be on cleaning, strengthening and stabilizing the current
condition. Reinstatement of decoration to a particular historic period can only be
undertaken after extensive review and the approval process is completed. If removed,
information about later decoration needs to be recorded.

Article 34

Stone carvings. Conservation of stone carvings, sculpture, inscriptions, stele, and
petroglyphs should focus on physical protection and safeguarding. Any protection
or conservation measure or material in direct contact with the surface of the artefact
must be proven effective without adverse effect as demonstrated through research,
analysis and in situ trials prior to use.

Commentary:

The value of stone carvings - sculpture, inscriptions, stele, and petroglyphs - lies in the
symbols and the records of written language that have historic, artistic and cultural values.
Some types of stone carvings also may serve as a landmark both in time and location.

The conservation of carved stone where the main significance resides in its carved
elements or written language needs to focus primarily on those aspects. Thorough
documentation should be undertaken prior to any physical conservation.

One of the possible solutions to prevent weathering is the construction of reversible
protective shelters. Protective shelters have no direct contact with the artifact and are able
to control or slow down the process of weathering. However, they may have a large impact
on the site’s landscape and setting.

Use of chemical preparations to prevent weathering is an intrusive intervention on
the physical fabric that is difficult to reverse. This type of measure is only allowed after
thorough laboratory and field-testing has been completed and conclusively proven to be
an effective and practical solution.

A stone landmark requires a conservation approach that takes into consideration this
function.

Conservation of carved stone through relocation can only be considered when conditions
are not suited to conservation in situ and where it is not possible to effectively ensure its
protection. Thorough assessment and debate must be undertaken and approval granted
prior to relocation. A replica of the original stonework or marker should be placed at the
original location with explanatory and interpretive notes.




Sites that have grottoes, inscriptions on precipices or rock paintings must also be surveyed.
Additionally, in-depth research and investigation should be undertaken on aspects of the
environment and setting that may affect the site and on problems specific to carvings and
paintings, so that conservation measures ensure their adequate protection.

Article 35

Archaeological sites and ruins. Archaeological sites, ruins and tombs threatened
by development, changes to land usage, or environmental degradation should be
given priority for excavation. Contingency plans for excavation and post-excavation
conservation should be developed for planned or rescue excavations, including
sites associated with major development projects of national importance. Materials
and finds should be initially conserved at the excavation site itself to avoid or
mitigate deterioration to artifacts caused by the change in environment. Excavated
archaeological sites and tombs that do not lend themselves to interpretation
should as far as possible be preserved through reburial with measures in place to
deter human damage. A tomb or an archaeological site may only be relocated and
conserved if assessment determines it cannot be preserved in situ.

Very large-scale archaeological sites of exceptional significance and influence
should be preserved in their entirety. A variety of appropriate presentation and
interpretation methods may be adopted, provided the protection of the site is
ensured. Large-scale archaeological sites that have the resources, public support and
lend themselves to visitation may be designated as a national archaeological park.

Commentary:

The principle of preservation of existing condition should be observed for archaeological
sites and ruins, especially large-scale sites and ancient tombs. Protection zones where
construction is prohibited should be demarcated. A dedicated conservation organization
must be established or a full-time custodian assigned to patrol the site.

Before undertaking scheduled archaeological excavations, surveys should be undertaken
to anticipate what problems might occur during and after the excavation. Accordingly,
archaeologists and conservation specialists should jointly propose plans for management
and conservation. Excavation and conservation plans should be simultaneously submitted
for approval. In the case of rescue excavations, the most appropriate and pragmatic
solutions should be adopted for excavated artifacts and sites.

Before development projects begin in areas where important archaeological sites and
ruins may be located, a professional archaeological team should survey the area, assess its
significance, and propose a plan on how to proceed.

In a site with many aboveground remains management should firstly ensure that its
immediate environment is well-ordered and maintained.

Conservation of archaeological sites, ruins and ancient tombs that have undergone
excavation should comply with the following requirements:

i. Provided there are no special considerations, after excavation and recovery of
artifacts, the site should be reburied for protection and effective measures put in
place to prevent human damage.
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ii. After excavation, a masonry tomb that cannot be protected in situ either may be
relocated in its entirety for conservation, or its significant components may be
removed to a museum for conservation after review and approval processes have
been completed.

iii. In the case of an archaeological site that has been approved for conservation in its
excavated state, its condition, as revealed by excavation, must be strictly protected.
Conservation of such sites should as far as possible be undertaken using protective
and stabilizing measures.

iv. Sites that are to be preserved in their excavated condition should as far as possible
be protected with purpose-built structures. Assessment needs to be undertaken and
an implementation plan developed. Equipment for ventilation, dehumidification, and
prevention of corrosion, fire, and theft should also be installed based on the actual
site needs.

v. A plan should be drawn up for the conservation and restoration of those
archaeological artifacts that are to be exhibited at the site; the plan should
be forwarded to the relevant government department for approval prior to
implementation.

Sites with a large number of surface remains should be conserved by two types of
intervention:

i Treatment of the remains and setting by removing elements seriously threaten its
safety.

ii.  Protection and strengthening of the remains.

Collapsed, deformed, or incorrectly placed components and structural remains in
abandoned areas of a site and its setting may be restored to their historic condition;
however, the addition of new components is not permitted.

In most circumstances building footings that have been covered and buried in recent times
should only be cleared of rubbish and overgrowth and left in their buried state. Following
approval, when it is necessary to clear a site of accumulated debris, surviving building
footings should only be subject to minor restoration; excessive replacement of missing
fabric should not be undertaken.

When accumulated debris is removed from the surface of an archaeological site, clearing
should be done in accordance with prescribed archaeological procedures.

Large scale archaeological sites, also referred to as large scale ruins, contain historical
and cultural information about politics, religion, military affairs, science and technology,
industry, agriculture, architecture, transportation, and water utilization systems during
different periods in China’s ancient history. They can include ruins or groups of ruins of
large-scale settlements, cities, palaces and underground tombs that can be extraordinarily
large in size, have great significance and that have had profound influence on China’s
history.

In principle, conservation, presentation and interpretation of large-scale ruins should
be the result of archaeological investigations and take into account comments from
stakeholders. Minimal intervention is a basic principle for archaeological sites.

National archaeological parks are archaeological sites that can be used for the purpose
of research, education and recreation. Archaeological sites should be accessible as public
space that display model site conservation and presentation.




A feasibility study must be undertaken prior to establishing a national archaeological park.
A professional organization should be entrusted to draw up a master plan for the park.
The master plan must give prominence to the conservation and presentation of the park
and the interpretation of its values. The creation of a national archaeological park is a long
and dynamic process. Archaeological and conservation work must be given prominence at
all stages of a park’s establishment. Consideration should also be given to long-term and
sustained archaeological work in the park. Archaeological national parks should benefit
the public and management should give this aspect importance.

Article 36

Modern and contemporary sites and architecture. The conservation of modern
and contemporary buildings and structures, industrial heritage and scientific and
technological heritage should focus on the basic attributes of the original materials,
design and function. Any stabilization measures should as far as possible not
alter these attributes. Added components for strengthening a structure should
be recognizable and reversible as far as possible, or at least not preclude further
maintenance and repair.

Commentary:

Modern and contemporary buildings, and industrial, scientific, and technological sites
comprise a new category of heritage sites. In this heritage, modern building materials,
such as concrete, are widely used. These structures and materials have features of the
modern period that are an important expression of their values. Stabilizing this category
of heritage must be based on an assessment of the values as well as the strength of the
structure, and requires a technical approach with minimal interference to the building’s
form and structure, be reversible, or at least not affect future treatment. This approach
should avoid irreversible changes to components that reflect the significance of the site
and its basic architectural design.

The strengthening of structural components within modern and contemporary buildings,
and industrial, scientific and technological heritage must take into consideration the
relationship between use and function as well as the relevant building codes with priority
given to retaining significant elements.

Article 37

Commemorative site. Commemorative sites are places associated with important
historic events or people. Their conservation should emphasize the protection of the
features of the site and its setting that reflect these events or people.

Commentary:

Commemorative sites are places associated with important historic events. A
commemorative site reflects the association between a site and landmark features of
the setting such as landform, topography, structures and vegetation, demonstrating the
relationship to certain events and people. Conservation of those aspects of the site and
setting preserves the commemorative attributes.
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Article 38

Cultural landscapes, heritage routes and canals. Conservation of cultural
landscapes, heritage routes and canals should address the entirety of the site,
while also conserving important, individual elements. Both the setting and natural
landscape within the proximate area are important attributes. Conservation and
restoration of the setting and natural landscape are integral to conservation of this
category of heritage.

Commentary:

Cultural landscapes reveal the interaction between culture and the natural environment.
The natural environment affects the expression of culture while culture endows the natural
landscape with aesthetic and other values. Conservation of cultural landscapes preserves
cultural heritage and important natural elements such as natural topography and ecology.
As living sites, cultural landscapes are continuously evolving. This aspect of living heritage
needs to be conserved and change should be well managed, enabling the attributes of
cultural landscapes to be fully recognized, understood and preserved while local culture is
maintained and develops.

Heritage routes reflect cultural interaction and information flow along transport and trade
routes together with exchange of goods. This interaction promoted cultural development
and prosperity along the route, enabling cultures in the region to develop and thrive.
A heritage route may include single elements such as stone carvings, architecture, or
historic villages, as well as complex systems such as urban areas or cultural landscapes.
Conservation of a heritage route needs to be undertaken in the same manner as a heritage
site by conserving all the main elements while preserving the entirety of the route as a
complex and integral entity.

Heritage canals are historically and culturally important transportation systems that may
also serve as water supply or irrigation systems and reflect technological advancements
in their construction and maintenance over a specific period of history. Conservation of
a heritage canal requires a comprehensive analysis of all significant components so that
it may be conserved in its entirety. Heritage canals also have the attributes of heritage
routes and cultural landscapes. It is for this reason that the methodology used to conserve
heritage routes and cultural landscapes can also, to a certain extent, be applied to that of
heritage canals.

Heritage routes and canals reflect cultural and trade exchanges between different regions
as well as the impact that these had on the development of cultures along the routes.
Heritage routes and canals commonly cross over different administrative regions, thus a
trans-regional approach needs be taken to deal with their conservation and management.
A coordination mechanism amongst the various governments, cultural heritage
management entities, as well as local site management should be established to ensure
that they are conserved in their entirety.

Article 39

Historically and culturally famous cities, towns and villages. In addition to
conservation of their various components, consideration must be given to the
protection of the historic landscape of this category of heritage. Conservation
should preserve the urban design and the size, density, height, color and materials
of the buildings, as well as safeguard and sustain the vitality of cultural traditions.
Consideration also needs to be given to protecting visual catchments, the




surrounding natural setting and environment, and the historic siting of cities, towns
and villages that reveal the intentions of the original design.

Commentary:

Historically and culturally famous cities, towns and villages require the conservation
of different categories and periods of architecture and other important elements
that contribute to the overall character such as streets, waterways, landscapes, fields
and gardens. The values of these types of sites should be fully revealed through their
conservation.

Historically and culturally famous cities, towns and villages are heritage sites that are still
inhabited and are centers of production and commerce and must not be conserved as if
frozen in time. Development and changes at these places must be managed so that they
can be adapted to the needs of modern living while still maintaining their traditional
culture and allowing it to evolve.

Retaining the vitality of these types of living sites preserves their values. Adaptation of
structures originally used for living or community activities should be avoided as this
would have a negative impact on integrity and authenticity. Local historic and cultural
traditions should be respected and valued.

The local community should become the main force behind conservation of these types of
sites.
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Chapter 5 Appropriate use

Article 40

Appropriate use. Appropriate use can be an important means of conserving a
heritage site. Use should take into consideration the values, attributes, state of
preservation and setting, as well as the possibility of the site being used for research,
presentation, continuation of original function or adaptation for an appropriate
modern use. Use of a site should both be sustainable and promote community well-
being. Overuse must be avoided.

Commentary:

Appropriate use is an important means of maintaining the vitality of a site in contemporary
society and life and is a means of promoting the conservation of the site and its values.

Appropriate use is use of a site such that public benefit is emphasized within capacity
limits and without changing its characteristics or diminishing its values.

Sites need to be classified and categorized based on values, type, state of conservation
and setting so as to determine appropriate use.

Use of a site will attract more public attention to heritage sites in general. In addition to
broad ranging social benefits, a site also creates economic benefits and promotes the
development of the local economy. Sites are a commonwealth of society and as such
procedures should be in place to ensure that they are used equitably and priority is given
to its use for social benefit.

Article 41

Research use. The use of heritage sites for research should be encouraged. Heritage
sites comprise the physical evidence of history and the development of culture and
as such are a resource for research. Research into a heritage site is an important
means of actualizing its values.

Commentary:

Heritage sites are a witness to history and comprise a summation of human technology
and culture, and the physical evidence of human creativity and as such are a valuable
resource for research. Research is an appropriate use of a site in that it promotes a better
understanding of the evolution of human history, progress in technology and cultural
development.

Organizations responsible for the management of cultural heritage should encourage
research on sites and facilitate access by scholars.

Research should be undertaken in a manner that does not damage a site and does not
affect its protection.




If research work includes the collection of samples or specimens, application must be
made to site management and they may only be taken when permission has been given by
the government heritage management entity.

A copy of research reports should be given to site management and placed in the site’s
archives.

Article 42

Presentation and interpretation. The values of a heritage site should be presented
and interpreted in an authentic, integrated, and accurate manner and be based on
comprehensive, in-depth research. Inaccurate interpretation of a site’s history and
culture must be avoided. Presentation and interpretation should meet the needs of
various audiences and employ methods that are easily understandable.

The location of a site’s interpretation and visitor facilities should be determined by
the master plan and relevant implementation plan, and meet the requirements for
conservation, interpretation of values, visitor safety, and minimal impact on the
setting. Service facilities should be located away from the site. Exhibition and visitor
facilities, infrastructure and signage should be consistent in design and placement.

Commentary:

Interpretation is concerned with a site’s information, attributes, values, and associated
history, culture, society, events and relationship with people and other information.
Presentation is the means whereby the outcomes of research on the site are made
accessible to the visitor. The aim of interpretation and presentation is to enable visitors
to get an accurate and thorough understanding of a heritage site, to encourage respect
and continuation of outstanding historic and cultural traditions, and foster involvement
in conservation. Presentation should, as far as possible, provide a complete and accurate
vehicle for the interpretation of the heritage site. Interpretation should be based on in-
depth research without subjective conjecture. When there is not one definitive conclusion
to research results, alternative explanations should be provided.

Presentation and interpretation should take into account the needs of different age
groups, and people with different educational levels. Therefore, it is important to choose
appropriate means accordingly. High-tech and interactive means of interpretation should
be encouraged.

Presentation and interpretation of large-scale ruins need to go through the approval
process for new projects prior to drawing up specific plans.

Construction of visitor facilities, such as galleries and orientation centers, must be
undertaken following the site’s master plan. A plan for new facilities, followed by an
implementation plan, needs to be drawn up for approval. Construction of new facilities
should, as far as possible, be avoided in heritage sites of architectural ensembles, by
considering the use of existing buildings and structures while still ensuring the safety of
the site. If a new facility is deemed necessary, its construction should not diminish the site
or its values, and should have a minimum impact on the setting.
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Article 43

Reconstruction. Reconstruction in situ for purposes of presentation and
interpretation is not advocated. It should not be undertaken on archaeological
sites. Encouragement should be given to presenting and interpreting these sites
by means of drawings, photos and sketches, and models, and the use of modern
technology such as virtual reality presentations based on accurate archaeological
and documentary evidence.

Commentary:

Reconstruction of a lost building in its original location as part of a building ensemble
is a means of presenting and interpreting the integrity and appearance of the site.
Reconstruction is not, however, advocated due to its impact on the site’s authenticity
resulting from potential destructive effects on the extant architectural ruins or because of
the likelihood of inaccurate interpretation.

However, in special circumstances, as when a lost structure has great significance for an
architectural ensemble, reconstruction may be considered provided there is sufficient
visual evidence and textual documentation on the missing structure, and it is possible to
accurately recreate the structure.

Reconstruction in situ requires going through the approval process for a new project and
debate and discussion of possible impacts to the site and the necessity and feasibility
of the project. After approval an implementation plan should be devised for review by
specialists and the prerequisite legal approval process undertaken prior to implementation.

Reconstruction must ensure that the site is not damaged, particularly any structural ruins.
Reconstructed buildings must be clearly marked as such.

Use of models, and particularly digital means of virtual reality displays, which would have
no impact on the site’s physical remains, should be encouraged to present and interpret
lost sites.

Archaeological sites are an important category of heritage sites and their values are in part
revealed through the ruins themselves. Reconstruction on archaeological sites, ruins and
the footings of ruins is not permitted.

Article 44

Retaining historic function. Sites that retain their historic function, particularly
those where the traditional way of life has become an integral part of the site’s values
should be encouraged to continue that function.

Commentary:

Sites such as historically and culturally famous cities, towns and villages, as well as cultural
landscapes, having developed modern ways of life, while continuing their historic function,
demonstrate a distinct cultural significance, and are living heritage. This heritage should
continue its historic function while conserving traditional activities and ways of life.

Ensuring continuing historic function is a means of conserving the values of this heritage.
When managing such a site, special effort should be made to protect the original function.




Changes to the use should only be considered after careful consideration. Special attention
should be given to avoid the transformation of a residential precinct into a commercial
district, as this seriously diminishes its values and authenticity.

When living sites undertake necessary repairs, adjustments and modifications to satisfy
modern needs care must be taken to ensure that there is no damage or alteration to a site’s
attributes and values. It is not permissible to change historic forms, structure, techniques,
materials, decoration and the setting just for the sake of modern use.

Article 45

Adaptive reuse. Adaptation of a heritage site for modern use must respect the
values of the site and its attributes and ensure its protection without negatively
impacting those values. Use of the site must not exceed its capacity. Facilities added
to a site for the purpose of use must be reversible.

Commentary:

A site that has lost its original function should be assigned the most appropriate use
based on its significance and state of preservation.

Prior to the use of a site, thorough assessments need to be undertaken, including the
following:

i.  Significance, in order to determine the values of the site and the main elements that
convey these values.

ii. Nature and category of the site.
iii. Structural condition of the site.

When considering the appropriate use of a site a selection of options needs to be proposed
and compared. Use should ensure that there is no damage or change to the attributes
of a site and the elements that reveal its values. The use should be compatible with the
nature and attributes of the site. The intensity of use should not exceed the capacity of
the site. There must be no change, simply to meet the needs of use, to the original forms,
structures, techniques, materials, decoration and setting that reflect the site’s attributes.

When a site is used it may be necessary to add facilities to bring it up to modern living
standards, such as more efficient use of energy, as well as necessary measures to
strengthen structures. All measures adopted should be reversible. When needed, it should
be possible to restore a site to its prior condition.
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Chapter 6 Additional Principles

Article 46

New categories of heritage. When considering conserving new categories of
heritage the adoption of applicable conservation methodologies in the China
Principles is encouraged.

Article 47

Approval and amendments. These Principles were drafted and adopted by ICOMOS
China and approved for public announcement by the State Administration of
Cultural Heritage. ICOMOS China shall be responsible for the interpretation of these
Principles and attachments. When amendments are made, the same procedures
should be followed.
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English-Chinese Glossary

ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
additions tianjiawu pyiikz] add + object
adversely i. yousun i. B i. have + injure See also: damage and deterioration, process
affect ii. sunhai ii. |ME ii. injure + damage of deterioration, diminish, negatively impact.
iii. pohuai iii. AR iii.destruction / damage
ancient gu = ancient When used in the context of Chinese
history, gu refers to the period pre-1840

(First Opium War); often not translated into

English when used with 'archaeological

site’ and 'tomb.’

See also: modern and contemporary.
appropriate heli liyong SEMA rational + use heli liyong is a concept used in the Law
use of the People's Republic of China on the

Protection of Cultural Relics (1982; revised

2002).
archaeological site i. guwenhua i. &3X{LiELE i ancient + culture + site  yizhi is an abbreviated form of guwenhua
and / or yizhi ii. Ziisit / ruin yizhi and kaogu yizhi
ruin ii. kaogu yizhi iii. B ik ii. ancient + site / ruin

iii. yizhi iii. site/ruin
architectural youshi caihua MIGRE non-ornamental painting | youshi refers to non-decorative painting;
paintings + caihua refers to decorative paintings on
on wooden ornamental painting wooden structures.
structures
architecture jianzhu B building / architecture See also: building; structure;

traditional architecture.
assessment pinggu FiE assessment / evaluation
authenticity zhenshi (xing) B3 true + fact/ real +

(character / essence)
benefit of shehui xiaoyi SR social + benefit The concept excludes the notion of
society / economic benefit (jingji xiaoyi).
social benefit See also: community well-being
buffer zone jianshe kongzhi | EiZ#=Hl#E  construction / jianshe kongzhi didai refers to an area
didai development + control + beyond the protection zone, within
zone which scale, height, color, and setting of
approved construction are controlled.

See also: four legal prerequisites.
building jianzhu B building/architecture See also: architecture; structure, protective

shelter, traditional

architecture.
cave temple shikusi AEF rock + cave + temple shikusi refers primarily to Buddhist cave

temples and is frequently translated as

'grottoes.’
commemorative jiniandi 2t commemorate + place

place / site
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ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
community gongyixing Nt public + benefit + nature = See also: social benefit
well-being of
component goujian Fials structure + piece goujian generally refers to structural
components of a building rather than
non-structural parts, such as decorative
elements.
see: rectifying components that are deformed
conservation baohu cuoshi RIFFETE conserve + measures baohu cuoshi are actions, both technical
measures and managerial.
See also: technical measures; intervention,
process/procedure.
conservation baohu he RIFFEFIE T conservation + and + See also: process, conservation process.
and guanli gongzuo  1ETEFF management + work +
management chengxu process
process
conservation i. baohu guihua | i. R#FHXI i. conservation + baohu guihua refers to the overall plan for
master ii. guihua i. ;I plan + draw a heritage site, including both conservation
plan ii. plan + draw and management; guihua is an abbreviated
(master plan) form of baohu guihua. Sometimes
translated simply as 'master plan'.
See also: sub-plan project design,
implementation plan, plan.
conservation baohu gongzuo  RIPIIE conserve + work See also: conservation process.
practice
(conservation)
conservation baohu chengxu {RIFIERF conserve + process / baohu chengxu (or chengxu) refers to the
process procedure step-by-step process outlined in Chapter 2.
It carries the connotation of 'sequence' and
'procedure.
See also: process.
conservation / i. baohu i. R i. conserve + protect baohu is a broad concept and conveys
conserve ii. baohu ii. fRIPTAE ii. conserve + work the meaning of protection, maintenance,
(protection / gongzuo technical intervention and management.
protect) See also: preserve; conservation practice.
continuous lianxu jiance EL T continue + monitor See also: maintenance, regular
monitoring maintenance, monitoring.
cultural diversity wenhua XiL&HME  culture + many + type +
duoyangxing nature of
cultural wenhua jingguan X=W culture + landscape See also: natural landscape and historic
landscape landscape; setting.
This concept was expressed as renwen
jingguan and renwen huanjing in CP1.
damage and / or i. sunshang i. |5 i. damage + injure tuibian refers to deterioration from 'natural’
deterioration ii. cansun ii. PR ii. incomplete + damage | causes rather than 'human' causes.
iii. pohuai iii. AR iii.destruction/damage See also: adversely affect, diminish,
iv. sunhuai iv. JAEF iv.damage negatively impact.
v. tuibian v. #E73F v. deterioration
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ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
detailed zhongdian BEAAE major / focus + This is the third stage in the investigatory
investigation diaocha investigation process of heritage sites (diaocha). It takes
place at the site level and involves detailed
investigation and collection of information
for conservation and research purposes
before any intervention occurs.
See also: identification and investigation;
survey and inventory; investigation of
selected places.
diminish sunhuai RE injure + damage See also: adversely affect, negatively
impact, damage and deterioration, process
of deterioration.
disassembly jieti fRAK take apart Disassembly and re-assembly is a
traditional method of restoring wooden
buildings.
See also: restoration through complete
disassembly.
disaster zaihai RE disaster + harm See also: threat; hazardous, disaster
prevention and preparedness.
disaster i. yufang zaihai i. FIpFRE i. prevent + disaster See also: disaster.
prevention ii. fangzai jianzai ii. BARIE R ii. prevent + disaster +
and mitigate + diaster
preparedness
displaced cuoluan $HEL incorrect + untidy
evidence / basis yiju i basis + evidence
exhibition zhanchen B exhibit + display See comment under 'interpretation.’
(interpretation) See also: presentation and
interpretation
existing xianzhuang AR present + condition Xxianzhuang is commonly translated as
condition 'present condition.’
See also: historic condition; minor
restoration.
four legal siyou: mE : four + have The four legal prerequisites (literally the
prerequisites: 'four haves') have a long history, appearing
in the 1961 Provisional Regulations
demarcation of the you baohu BRPEE have + conservation + on Protection and Administration of
boundaries fanwei area Cultural Relics; the 1963 Provisional
Methods in Protection and Management
erection of an you biaozhi BIREWA  have + sign + explain of Officially Protected Units; and the Law
official plaque shuoming of the People’s Republic of China on the
declaring a site a Protection of Cultural Relics (1982; revised
protected 2002). These ideas may be traced back to
entity the mid-Qing dynasty (late 18" century);
{EEE L ) Guanzhong shengji tuzhi,
creation of an you jilu HiEFiy= have + record + archive  |llustrated Gazetteer of Historical Sites in
archive for dang' an Guanzhong.
records

designation of an
organization or person
dedicated to
management

you zhuanmen
jigou huo
zhuanren fuze
guanli

BENNMEH
EANRTEE

have + dedicated +
organ + person

The official plaque erected at every
protected site gives the name of the site,
its level of classification, and the date of
inscription as a protected entity.
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ENGLISH

PINYIN

CHINESE

LITERAL
MEANING

COMMENTS

guidelines

zhunze

N

follow + norms

See also: industry norms;
professional standards; principles.

hazardous
(harm)

i. yingxiang
anquan
ii. zaihai

i BImEL
i, RE

i. affect + safety
ii. disaster + harm

See also: disaster.

heritage canals

yichan yunhe

BEIE

heritage + transport +
river

heritage
component
(contents or
components)

fushu wenwu

Bt 32

attached + culture +
property

fushu wenwu refers to both

associated and integral components such
as objects, furnishings,

sculpture, wall paintings, stele, and
decorative elements.

heritage routes

wenhua luxian

XL

culture + route

heritage site

i. wenwu guji

ii. wenwu

i X

ii. 324

i. culture + property +
ancient + remains

ii. culture + property

wenwu is an abbreviated form of wenwu
guji, commonly translated as 'cultural relics'
(for instance, in the official translation

of the law from 1982 and 2002). In the
Principles, it is translated as 'heritage site'
or simply as 'site'.

wenwu is used for tangible heritage,
whether moveable or immoveable. In the
Principles it refers mainly to immoveable
heritage, that is, heritage sites and
buildings, including their associated
content and components, except in Article
26 where it refers to 'materials and finds'
recovered during excavation. The definition
of immoveable heritage in Article 1 follows
that of the Law of the People’s Republic of
China on the Protection of Cultural Relics
(1982; revised 2002; see Atrticle 3).

historic
condition

yuanzhuang

AR

original / previous +
condition

'Historic condition' (commonly translated
as 'original state' or 'original condition') is a
term used in the 1982 Law of the People’s
Republic of China on the Protection of
Cultural Relics (1982; revised 2002)

and has been central to discussions on
heritage sites. In the China Principles, it
is understood to refer to the condition of

a site through historical time — that is, the
site's fabric and components assessed as
having value at the time it was formally
inscribed as a protected entity, hence
translated as 'historic condition’.

See also: existing condition; minor
restoration.

historic
landscape

lishi jingguan

HEEN

history + landscape

A historic landscape differs from a cultural
landscape in relating specifically to the
historic significance of the place, whereas
a cultural landscape encompasses a
broader meaning and context.

See also: natural landscape, cultural
landscape.
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ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
historically and lishi wenhua BEXKE history + culture +
culturally mingcheng, . &HE. famous + city + famous +
famous cities mingzhen, BA & town + famous + village
mingcun
ICOMOS China zhongguo FEHEEIE China + site + conserve  The original translation for COMOS
gujiyizhi baohu  RIpthE + association China in CP1 is different to the present
xiehui translation. The Chinese name was
changed to its present form during the
formal registration process for ICOMOS
China in 2005.
identification and diaocha HE culture + property + diaocha is the basic process for
investigation investigation identifying and investigating heritage
sites and involves three levels of survey
or investigation (pucha, fucha and
zhongdian diaocha); wenwu, meaning 'of
historic places or sites," is implicit in the
translation.
See also: survey and inventory;
investigation of selected places; and
detailed investigation
implementation plan  zhuanxiang sheji EIUi%it specific + item + design | zhuanxiang sheji refers to a detailed
strategy or implementation plan.
See also: plan; project design; sub plan;
plan; master plan.
in situ yuanzhi Rk original + place
industiral gongye yichan | TMliEF=FA industry + heritage + and
heritage and he keji yichan FHgERE + technology + heritage
scientific and
technological
heritage
industry norms hangye guifan Tl #SE industry + standards See also: professional standards,
guidelines
intangible feiwuzhi wenhua JE¥IERC{L non + material + culture
cultural heritage yichan b + tradition
integrity wanzheng(xing) | 5EZ (%) whole + entire + (nature
of)
interpretation i. zhanchen i. Bk exhibit + display zhanchen is a two-character abbreviation
(exhibition) ii. zhanshi i. B7R of the six- character phrase zhanshi
chenlie (exhibit + display ) and sometimes
includes the broad concept implied in the
English word 'interpretation.’
interpretation of jiazhi chanshi MEEE value + explain

values




90

7 B X ¥ &

i

® P

my

Principles for the Conservation of Heritage Sites in China

ENGLISH

PINYIN

CHINESE

LITERAL
MEANING

COMMENTS

intervention

i. ganyu
ii. gongcheng

iii.cuoshi

i. T
ii. T2

iii. #57

i. intervene
ii. engineering / project

iii. suitable action

i. ganyu covers a broad range of
interventions, both technical and
management; translated as 'impact’ only
in Article 32.

ii. gongcheng is conservation intervention

that requires approval, except in

Article 35 where it refers to a major

infrastructure project, hence translated

as 'major development project'.

.cuoshi is normally translated as

'measures,’ except in Article 24, where it

appears as jishu cuoshi and is translated

as 'technical interventions.'

See also: measure.

investigation of
selected places

fucha

again + examine

This is the second stage in the
investigatory process of heritage places
where a more in-depth investigation of
selected sites is carried out.

See also: identification and investigation;
survey and inventory; detailed
investigation.

maintenance

baoyang weihu

PRI

conservation + support +
maintain + protect

See also: monitoring.

This concept was expressed as baoyang
in CP1.

See also: regular maintenance

maintenance and
repair

weixiu

#Ag

maintain + repair

major
restoration

zhongdian xiufu

ERfEE

major / focus + repair +
recover / turn back

Major restoration differs from minor
restoration in that it may involve
disassembly and replacement of elements
or addition of new fabric.

See also: restoration; minor restoration.

management

guanli

&

administer + manage /
put in order

See also: conservation practice.

management
context

guanli tiaojian

EEEN

management + condition

measure

cuoshi

suitable action

See also: conservation measure; technical
measure; intervention.

minimum
intervention

zuidi xiandu
ganyu

most + low + limit +
intervention

This term was expressed in CP1 as
Jinkeneng jianshao ganyu and jinliang
shaojia ganyu.

See also: intervention.

minor
restoration

xianzhuang
zhengxiu

RS

present + condition +
repair + put in order / fix

'Minor restoration’ is an abbreviation of
'minor restoration of existing condition’
(xianzhuang zhengxiu). The term means
to restore to a known historic condition
primarily by removal of later non-historic
accretions, rather than by addition of new
elements.

See also: major restoration; restoration.

modern

dangdai

e

now + generation

See also: modern and contemporary;
ancient.




ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
modern and jinxiandai T recent + now + When used in the context of Chinese
contemporary generation history, xiandai refers to the period from
1949 to the present .
See also: ancient, modern.
monitoring jiance wmim supervise + measure See also: maintenance, regular
maintenance, continuous monitoring.
natural ziran jingguan Ef-3=301 natural + landscape See also: cultural landscape; historic
landscape landscape.
natural setting shanshui huanjing = LL7KIRIE mountain + water +
setting
negatively sunhuai RE injure + damage See also: adversely affect, diminish,
impact damage and deterioration, process of
deterioration.
officially i. wenwu baohu i. X¥IfR$P i. culture + property +
protected danwei =X iva conserve + unit
site/entity ii. baohu danwei ii. fR#FEAL ii. conserve + unit
physical shiwu lizheng S BIE physical + object + See also: evidence/basis and vestiges and
evidence example + evidence traces.
physical wuli fanghu YRR physics + protection See also: protection
protection
physical i. shiwu yicun i. EYEE i. physical + property +
remains leave behind + exist /
ii. wuzhi yicun i. MRIEE survive
ii. physical + remains
plan guihua 5] plan + draw guihua is used mainly in the context of a
conceptual conservation master plan, and
local development plan.
See also: conservation master plan; sub-
plan, implementation plan.
potential yinhuan [5E=- hidden + affliction Translated as 'problems revealed' only in
problem/threat Article 27.
See also: threat.
presentation zhanshi B open up + show This concept was expressed as zhanchen
and in CP1.
interpretation See also: exhibition (interpretation).
preserve i. baocun i. RTE i. conserve + keep See also: conservation/conserve.
ii. baohu i. BRI ii. conserve + protect
preventive yufangxing ARG IEHEME  prevent + measure
measure cuoshi
principles zhunze A follow + norms See also: industry norms;
professional standards, guidelines.
process chengxu EF procedure + sequence  See also: conservation process.
(procedure)
professional gongcheng TRAME industry + standards See also: industrial norms, guidelines

standards

guifan
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ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
project design zhuanxiang sheji £t specific + item + design | zhuanxiang sheji refers to a detailed
strategy or implementation plan.
See also: plan; sub plan; implmentation
plan; plan; master plan.
protect / protection i. baohu i. Rip i. conserve + protect
(safety) ii. anquan i RE ii. safe + all
protection / fanghu kA prevent + protect See also: physical protection
prevention
protective shelter baohu pengzhao RIPHIZE protect + hut + cover See also: protective structure
protective structure baohuxing RIPMEIZHE protect + nature of + See also: protective shelter
sheshi facility/infrastructure
reburial huitian baohu R return + fill in +
conservation
reconstruction chongjian =R again + build chongjian means to reconstruct a building
to a known historic condition based on
existing remains and documentation; it is
distinct from 're-creation’ (zaijian, fujian),
which is not an acceptable intervention
and therefore not part of the Principles.
See also: restoration
rectifying components guizheng MEER plan + order + crooked +
that are deformed waishan twist
regular maintenance | dingqi weihu EH 4P regular + maintain See also: maintenance.
This concept was expressed as dingqi
baoyang in CP1.
relocation i. gianyi baohu i. £ ({#3F) i. move + place +
ii. gianjian ii. T2 conservation
ii. move + construct
repair xiushan i&4E repair See also: restore, minor restoration, major
restoration, intervention.
repointing goufeng VAL fill + crack
rescue excavation giangjiuxing R rush to save + giangjiuxing fajue occurs when
fajue excavation archaeological remains are encountered in
the course of development projects.
restoration i. xiufu i. &8 i. repair + recover / turn | xiufu has been the word commonly used
back to translate the term 'restoration,’ as in
ii. fuyuan i. 87 ii. return + original the Chinese language translation of the
Venice Charter; however, the Principles
distinguishes between two types of
restoration: zhongdian xiufu or 'major
restoration," and xianzhuang zhengxiu or
'minor restoration.’
See also: major restoration; minor
restoration; restoration through complete
disassembly.
restoration through quanbu jieti xiufu =EREEMEIEE  complete + dismantle +  See also: restoration; disassembly.

complete
disassembly

restore




ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING
setting huanjing INE environment
significance jiazhi & value
(values)
site capacity wenwu guji XY H R A& bear + receive + able +
de chengshou - force
nengli
social and cultural shehui he S social + value + cultural
value wenhua jiazhi & + value
stone carvings, shike Al stone + carving shike, which literally means 'stone
sculpture, carvings,' covers sculpture, inscriptions,
inscriptions, stele, stele, and petroglyphs.
and petroglyphs
strengthen/stabilize jiagu fnE add + firm
structure i. jiegou i. &1 i. join + fabricate See also: building.
ii. jianzhu ii. B i. build + construct
sub plan zhuanxiang sheji EIRi%it specific + item + design  Zhuanxiang sheji refers to a detailed
strategy or implementation plan.
See also: plan; project design;
implmentation plan; plan; master plan.
survey and inventory  pucha T general examination This is the first stage of a three-stage
process of investigation into heritage
places; pucha is a large scale survey and
inventory at the national level aimed at
finding unrecorded heritage places.
See also: identification and investigation;
investigation of selected places; detailed
investigation.
sustainibility kechixuxing GEE 4k able + continue + nature
of
technical interventions  jishu shouduan  #HARFE technology + means
and treatments
technical measures jishu cuoshi R AR technical + measures Jishu cuoshi is normally translated as
'technical measures,' except in Article
24, where it is translated as 'technical
intervention.'
See also: intervention; conservation
measures.
threat i. buanquan i. "&LLEZE i. not+ safe + element See also: damage; hazardous; potential
yinsu problem; disaster.
ii. zaihai ii. RE ii. disaster + harm
tomb gu muzang HERE ancient + tomb
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ENGLISH PINYIN CHINESE LITERAL COMMENTS
MEANING

traditional gu jianzhu HER ancient + building gu jianzhu, in Article 1, refers to the use of

architecture traditional Chinese building materials (e.g.
wood, brick, stone and tiles), styles and
techniques employed in both imperial and
vernacular structures through the end of
the Qing Dynasty.

treatment (of the (huanjing) (%) put in order + treat

setting) zhengzhi i

values jiazhi ME value The three values named in Article

(significance) 3-historical, artistic, and scientific-derive
from the Law of the People’s Republic of
China on the Protection of Cultural Relics
(1982; revised 2002).

vestiges and traces i yiji i 1S i. leave behind + yiji and henji are very close in meaning;

vestige / remains yiju ('evidence') is different with the literal
ii. henji i. R ii. mark / trace + meaning 'basis.'
vestige / remains See also: evidence.
visual catchments shixian tonglang = #£ki& &R view + line + connect +
corridor
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