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Sulman in Australia (1885-1934) discusses his first impressions of the Australian colonies, the  
commencement of his Sydney practice and his first partnership with C.H.E. Blackmann. It gives a detailed 
account of his involvement with the Institute of Architects of New South Wales and his feud with John 
Horbury Hunt. It provides a comprehensive analysis of his articles on ‘An Australian Style’ of architecture, 
and the evolution of his ideas on Australian domestic architecture. It provides detailed descriptions and 
analyses of his significant designs: churches, residences, banks, educational institutions and hospitals. It 
discusses his partnership with Joseph Porter Power, his relationship with the Walker family and his marriage 
to Annie Elizabeth Masefield, Joanna Walker’s adopted daughter. It discusses his career in education as a 
lecturer at the University of Sydney on Building Construction and the History of Architecture (1887-1912) 
and on Town Planning (1919-26). It traces his achievements as president of the National Art Gallery of New 
South Wales (1919-34). It discusses his career as a town planner including his advocacy for the North Shore 
Tunnel Scheme, his plan to develop Wahroonga as a Garden Suburb, his efforts to promote the cause of 
town planning in Australia and his role in the development of Canberra. It offers an insight into his private 
life, and the peaks and valleys of his physical and mental health, and his magnanimity. Finally, it measures 
the breadth and depth of his impact on Australian culture and society and his enduring legacy on 
twenty-first century Australia. 
Zeny Edwards BA PHD 
As an Architectural Historian my positions include: 
  Vice-chair, Historic Houses Association of Australia 
  Member, 20th Century Heritage Society (NSW and ACT) Executive Committee 
  Member, SAHANZ and EAHN 
  Past President, National Trust of Australia (NSW) 
As an Advocate for Peace, Social Justice and Human Rights, my positions include: 
  Member, Australian Council on Human Rights Education Management Committee 
  Goodwill Ambassador, Institute for Economics and Peace 
  Immediate Past Director, United Nations Association of Australia Peace Program 
  Past Chair, UN Women Australia (Sydney Chapter) 
 
 

BOOKINGS: The Society is totally electronic now. Please go to Our website http://www.twentieth.org.au 
and click on the large orange E for Eventbrite, where you can pay by VISA or MasterCard or PayPal.  
Costs are: Members $20 Non Members: $25 pp; Concessions $15 pp. This price includes our usual delicious 
supper and wine.  
Any enquiries  please email Gail Conder gail@twentieth.org.au or phone 0423341784 
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