2018 SYDNEY TALK SERIES
Tuesday 21 August 2018
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Three Issues on World Heritage: 'Recovery and Reconstruction’, 'Sites of
Memory' and 'the future of the World Heritage Business of ICOMOS'

The World Heritage system has been constantly changing since its entry into force. However currently, on-
going changes could give substantial impacts not only on the substance of World Heritage, but also its
operational mechanism as well as the future (or the fate) of the Convention. This lecture will focus on three
issues in this context. ICOMOS has been conducting a project on “recovery and reconstruction in post-trauma
context” of cultural heritage since 2014. A recent activity focuses on creating a matrix for case studies. It has
a wider scope than World Heritage and could contribute to discussions on some challenging cases as World
Heritage sites. Another, newly emerging challenge is nominations of “Sites of Memory”. For instance, the
World Heritage Committee meeting held this year in Manama, Bahrain, decided to postpone its decision on
nomination of the WWI related sites submitted by France and Belgium. Why did it happen? Last, but not
least, the World Heritage Committee has started to see if the current role model of the three Advisory Bodies
(ICOMOS, IUCN and ICCROM) would be the optimal one for the Convention. These on-going discussions
may substantially affect ICOMOS and its activities related to World Heritage.

What is the core of these discussions? This lecture will illustrate the background of these three issues and
show possible options.

Toshiyuki KONO is a Distinguished Professor, at Kyushu University (Fukuoka, Japan). He currently
(from 2017) serves as the President of the International Council of Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), an
advisory body of UNESCO. He was a vice president of ICOMOS from 2014 through 2017. He is in charge
of, among others, World Heritage issues. He has been active in UNESCO as an independent expert as well.
For example, he served in 2010 as the Chairperson of the 3rd General Assembly of the State Parties of the
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage and was Chairperson of the Legal
Committee of the 34th UNESCO General Conference in 2007. His recent publication in the field of
international heritage law includes “Authenticity, notions and principles”, Change over Time, Fall 2014, Vol.
4, No.2, pp.436-460. In the field of private international law, he gave special lectures on “Efficiency in Private
International Law” at the Hague Academy of International Law in 2013. He was chosen as one of three
lecturers who were invited to publish lectures in its Pocket Book series in 2014. Besides his presidency of
ICOMOS, he is among others Vice President and Titular Member of the International Academy of
Comparative Law; the Chairman of the Committee for Intellectual Property and Private International Law at
the International Law Association.

Time & Date: Tuesday 21 August 2018, 5.30pm for 6pm start
Cost: Students $10, Members $15, Non-members $20 payable in cash at GML Heritage

Venue: GML Heritage Level 6, Australia Council Building, 372 Elizabeth Street, Surry Hills, 2010 (corner
of Cooper Street - south from Central Station North Concourse exit to Elizabeth Street). Please report to the
reception desk on the Australia Council Ground Floor on arrival to be ticked off on the list and to obtain a
Visitors Pass

RSVP: by Friday 17 August 2018 via email to thubbul@bigpond.com. Bookings are essential as places
are limited

We encourage members of Australia ICOMOS, DOCOMOMO Australia,
NSW Chapter AIA and other interested parties to attend.
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